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----------------------------------------- 2020Comprehensive Plddpdate

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This summary provides information on @20 Comprehensivielan UpdateThis Plan
updates the 2007 Comprehensive Plan to this current Bame information, goals and
objectiveshavebeenreviewedandif relevantjncorporatedn this update.This updateis
ordered similarly to the 2007 plan for ease of review and comparison to see the changes
that have taken place in the City of Isanti over a time span of 13 yieacé section of

the update contains recent and relevant information is a concise manner, with additional
goals providing recommendations for current times and looking forward 10 years to
2030.

PastEconomicConditionsAffectComprehensiv@lan Projections

As a review of the document is made, it must be stated that there were two major
economic events that affected development within the City of Isanti. These events were
the Great Recession and the Housing Foreclosure Crisis. The recession greatly slowed
new development and stalled significant job growth for a number of years in the City of
Isanti. Coupled with the financial recession was the foreclosure crisis which caused
significantabandonmentf singlefamily homesn the City of Isanti. IsantiCountyitself

had one the highest rates of housing foreclosures in Minne8btae height of the

crisis, 12% of the ownewsccupied housing stock in the City was affect€de City

worked tirelessly with property managers and lending institutions to maintain vacant
housing and homes during the crigioactively, the City implemented a federally

funded grant program to assist qualifying new owners with financing and repair of
foreclosed homedver time both the financial and foreclosure crisis eased and with the
improving economy, new commercial and housing construction began atyairever,

with such tumultuous times, the development and growth projections for the City of
Isanti in the 2007 plan were not realizethis update takes this into account and

provides a new path towards the future.

PlanningBoundary/ Joint Planning

This update follows the fAplanning boundaryo
Plan. Overall,planning withinthis areais sufficientfor thetime periodof thisupdate.lt

is recommended in development of a new Comprehensive P23 that progression

of development into the planning area be evaluated and any change in adjacent

governmental jurisdictions be taken into accoumis further recommended that joint

planning with adjacent Townships, the City of Cambridge, Isanti County and natural

resource organizations would assist the City of Isanti to achieve its development goals;

with protectionof theC i t yniGuenaturalenvironmenthatextendseyondpresenaind

future city boundaries.



ProjectProcess

City staff have worked with the Planning Commission on the 2020 Comprehensive Plan
Update.Public input has also been gathered as a part of this upstatee beginning of

the process in May, 2019, updated pommunity Vision, Goals and Strategies were
prepared and placed on the City Website for public commfeRtacebook poll was also
taken at that time to identify community wants and desiheslanuary, 2020, an Open
House was held as part of the regular monthly Planning Commission Meeting to
overviewthe Comprehensiv@lanUpdateandgathermublicinput. Publiccommentrom

all these outreach efforts has been included in the Comprehensive Plan Update.

ChapterHighlights
Below arechaptemhighlightsfrom the2020Comprehensiv@lanUpdate. Applicable

additional goals are also listed.

Chapterl: CommunityVision, GoalsandStrateqgies

The Chapter contains the City Mission Statement, Community Vision Objectives and
overall Goals.Sections withspecific goals includeGeneral Community,
Intergovernmental Coordination, Community Appearance and Livability, Natural
Resources, Growth Management, Land Use, Community Facilities, Parks and Open
Space and Transportatiomhese sections and plan goals should be reviewed
periodically. They should also be considered with any Amendments to the
Comprehensiv@lan,Zoning OrdinanceandCommunityandEconomicDevelopment
planning and projects.

Chapter2: The Community

Chapter 2 discusses past and current community conditions and demographics.
Demographics regarding population and household trends are reviewed and projections
are given through the planning peridgiased on analysis of the demographic data the

City will continueto growmorediversein populationandthefollowing goals/strategies

are as follows:

1 Recognizehe assetsf citizensof all agesjncomesfaithsandcultural heritages.

1 Continueto find waysto educatehepublic on cultural,economicfaith, age
based and other diversiigysues.

1 Encouragencreasednteractionandcommunicatiorbetweercitizensof all ages,
faiths, cultural heritages and incomes.



The next section overviews City facilities that include: City Hall, Isanti Community
Center |santilndoorArena,Public SafetyBuilding, PublicWorks Maintenancd-acility
and Utility Treatment PlantsThere is also information on Schools in Isanti and
Churches to recognize them as community social instituti@osls/strategies for this
section are as follows:

1 Consideffacility planningfor future City needs.ldentify sitesfor future public
facility locations.

1 Createconceptuafuture mastemplansfor plannedgrowthareaghatwill identify,
map and preserve future utility corridors.

The final section o€hapter 2 is a brief discussion of Intergovernmental Organizations
andrelationshipsegardingcity growth. Optimalfor the City is useof orderlyannexation
agreements and exitarritorial planning through TiersThese both allow proper staged
planning for future urban developmeiiio gain acceptance and implementation, there
will need to be an open dialogue between Isanti Township, Isanti County and the City,
with follow through regarding policies as urban development procé&galsls/strategies
are as follows:

1 Work with adjacenfTownshipsMunicipalitiesandthe Countyto ensurdhat
planning goals, objectives and policies are understood and accepted.

1 Communicateandeducatdocal officials regardingCity developmenprojectsthat
affect adjacent Townships, Municipalities and the County.

1 Work with adjacentocal governmentso identify areasvherecollaboratiorand
consolidation could reduce overall cost and increase the effectiveness of local
government.

Chapter3: HousingandNeighborhoods

This Chapterfocusedon housingdevelopmenin the City. Housingis thesinglegreatest
land use in the City of Isanti. Of that, the largest housing classification in the City is
singlefamily owneroccupied housingPeople are drawn to Isanti due to its small town
feel, semirural environment and ability to get single family housing at a lower price
point than urban housing markets closer to the twin cities metropolitanRegarding

the age of housing in the City, the largest amount of housing was built in the time span
from 2000 to 2018There was also a significant amount of housing built in the 1990s.
Major housing development in those time periods occurred in the south, western and
northwest areas of the City. Also, with the extension of utility and street infrastructure,
housingdevelopmenbeganon theeastsideof Highway65. As residentiahousingareas
arenow nearing completion thewestof Highway 65, majorhousingdevelopmentvill

shift to theeastside. Thisis anticipatedo happen irthetermof this comprehensivelan
update. The land use plan recognizes that and land use is guided for housing
development in those areas.



Regarding housing type, the demand for sirighaily housing in Isanti will continue

within the timeframe of thisupdatdlar ket rate starter, transitd.i
singlefamily housing is being constructeRecent starter housing is a mix of split level

and one level patio home$he splitlevel homes often have an unfinished lower level,

all owing the purchaser to expand the homeos
needs.The single level patio homes appeal to both first time home buyers and senior

citizenswho needtransitionalhousing.Largerfi mo-u psinglefamily homesarebeing

constructed to meet the needs of growing and relocating families.

There is also a need for muléimily housing in the CityThe last market rate apartment
complex was built in 2008The most recent housing study, performed in 2015,
determined that more housing was needed in the area, agamilyi housing vacancy
rates were very lowSince that study more muliamily housing has been built in the
area, but not in th€ity of Isanti. Therehas been much discussion regardingnixed for
Alifyel e housi ngo -family holsiag filsigapy by providlingrfinstl t i
housing for younger households and transitional housing for seRarsof the issue in
Isanti is the amount of land available for mdigtmily housing.ldeally, these
developmentarenearcommerciakorridors. Potentialsitesfor mixed useof commercial
and multifamily residential have been identified in the updated land use hap.
furtherrecommendethatthe housingstudybe updatedo assisin definingandverifying
current housing needs.

Developmenbdf housingsubdivisionsvith naturalareasandamenitieds importantto
creating a unique and desirable communiiyisting woodland areas, wetlands and
wildlife corridors should be retained as a part of developnfemblic open space to
preserve natural amenities, through land donations, easements or partnerships with
associations, should be part of the planning process for residential development.

Additional goals/strategieom this Chapterareasfollows:

71 Continueto studyhousinggoals,needsandresourcesWatchfor changing
housing market conditions and opportunities/projects to meet City housing
needs and create life cycle housing choices for residents.

1 Createdesirableneighborhoodghroughinclusionof naturalamenitiesparks,
sidewalk and trail system#nclude natural systems in planning so that these
amenities and wildlife corridors are maintained.

1 Encourage a diversity of housing units through architectural design styles,
building placementdensityandlot sizeto createuniqueneighborhood the
City.



Chapted: The Economy

The City has achieved major economic goals, with location of a Medical Clinic,
PharmacyandHotelin the City. Therehasalsobeensubstantiaindustrialgrowth,with
locationof the EverCatBiodieselFacility andSnoBeatJSA in the IndustrialPark. The

location of the growing City on a major highway corridor; combined with proactive
economic development efforts have assisted in achieving these Goatsnercial
development has advanced in business districts on the southeast and southwest sides of
the US Highway 65 and Heritage Boulevard (CSAH 5) Intersection.

Employmenbpportunitieshaveincreasedn the City sincethe GreatRecessionOverall
though, 59% of Isantiana the workforce still commute to jobs outside of the City.
Surveyshaveshownthatif localjobsareavailableat competitivewagerates(factoringin
commuting costs), citizens would rather work héviast workers travel by car to work,
with some using carpool&Vhile it is not anticipated that there will be new public transit
options by bus or rail in the time period of this update; the City should stay informed of
such efforts.

The City needs to continue to be involved and deliberate in economic development to
maximize opportunities to gain new industrial and commercial developrmeoir

region there is substantial competition for proje@emmercial and industrial
developmenshouldbe plannedo complemengexistinglanduses haturalamenitiesand
growth patterns of the CityPlanning efforts to date have placed the City in a good
position for near term commercial and industrial grovithe Industrial Park has lots
readyfor developmentCommerciakorridorshavebeendevelopedextto US Highway

65. Commercial lots are available in that corridor that have full access with utilities.
More detailed planning for both industrial and commercial areas will need to take place
as available lots are developéethe Industrial Park could be expanded to the north and
northwest, with a potential for a rail served industrial pémkthe next 10 years, there

will needto beplannedeffortsandtargetednvestmenby the City to makedevelopment
happen.

The Cityodos downtown area serves as the histo
With the synergy of the historic downtown and adjacent mixed residential and

commercial uses that extend between Heritage Boulevard and Main Streets'from 1

Avenue NW to Highway 65; consideration shoul

definitionof i d o w n t Streatighting andsignagecouldbeinstalledto furtherdefine
andidentify the expandediowntowndistrict. Development/redevelopmesitescouldbe
promoted for mixed use in the redefined distrietom amarketing perspective, the area
could be marketed together with events and promotions.



Additional goals/strategiesom this Chapterareasfollows:

1 Prepare a new Downtown Plan to incorporate the historic downtown area and
adjacent commercial area west of Highway 65 to tie these commercial areas
togethemwith specificlighting, signageandtransportationmprovementgor both
vehicle,nonmotorizedandpedestriausage.Recognizgheimpactthathousing
and mixed use in and adjacenthé district has on sustaining the commercial
viability of this new fidowntowno area.

1 Review commercial development needs regarding road and utility systems in the
EastHighway 65 commerciakorridor. Consideliif partnershipsrenecessarjor
development of this important commercial ar€ansider mixed use with
possible multifamily developments on parcels located on the east side of the
commercial area.

1 Lookto partnershipsvith local andregionalpublic entitiesandprivatefirms to
begin steps to develop a rail industrial park.

Chapters: NaturalResources

The2007Comprehensiv@lanrecognizedhe needto preserveandprotectthe natural
resources of the area, including watercourses, wetlands, woodlands and sensitive
environmental assets thgither are or will be in the future, part of the City.

The City will continueto grow outinto theseareasoverthenext10years. Depending

on land use planning, and how development proceeds, natural areas will be further
altered, maintained or possibly enhanced.

Continuedsustainabilityof naturalresourcesemainghekey for thosesystemgemaining
productive and relevant over timAn example of this would be integration of storm

water systems that are designed to absorb, hold and release water, phosphorus and other
chemicals in a way not to tax the capacity of receiving waters, which could include

brooks, ponds, wetlands, and the Rum River.

The Chapter discusses Conservation Planning as the way to move forward with
development in the City witacological factors as a priorityoning tools and

development codes can be designed to allow flexibility in development to retain valued
naturalsystems.Conservatiorplanninggoalsarereviewedwhichinclude: enhancement

of existing parks and recreation lands, protection of public interest lands, a parks system
that incorporates Isanti Brook, Spirit Book, and the Rum River, and Stormwater
Management Lands.

Also addressed in the Chapter are areas integral to preservation and improvement of
naturalsystemsn the City of Isanti. Thesearepublic educationwildlife corridors,City
tree/canopy programs, natural planting and stormwater gardens.



Additionalgoals/strategiefrom this Chapterare asfollows:

1 After adoption of th&€omprehensive Plan Update, review and update existing
landuseregulationsstormwaterregulationsanddevelopmenincentivesto guide
and support Conservation Planning Goals in land development activities.

1 Develop partnerships and work with the Minnesota Department of Natural
ResourceCedarCreekNatureReserve|santiSoil andWaterConservation
District, local governments, and volunteer groups to achieve Conservation
Planning Goals.

1 Educatdghepublicontheimportanceof ConservatiorPlanning.Work on

Outreach Programs with thelGGchool District and other groups to get
information out to the public.

Chapter6: Parks Trails & OpenSpace

TheCity hasbeenvery proactivein thedevelopmenbf parksandtrails. With increasing
growth, the City has been involved with development of recreation facilities, active and
passive parks, with a variety of amenities and access to natural Bnegsarks and
recreational facilities operate at neighborhood, city and regional |eMet¢sCity has
partnered to provide recreational ameniti€se Isanti Indoor Arena (BMX) and

Academy Park (Arts & Science Charter School) are examples of such partnerships.
Future parks will provide additional facilities for residents, as well as continued ties to
naturalareasandsystems.The City hasdevelopedrail systemsn residentialareasof the
City, with connection to parks and recreational facilitiésture planning will work to
continue incorporating trail corridors with naturals areas. The City, Isanti County, Isanti
Township and City of Cambridge partnered in development of a joint trail between the
two cities. The City is committed to connecting future park facilities and to regional trail
systems as opportunities present themselves.

Otherrecreationafacilities thatareavailablein the City include: SanbrookGolf Course,

David C. Johnson Indoor Civic Arena (hockey, civic events), Isanti Firefighters
Association Rodeo Grounds (annual rodeo,
Landing (DNR Rum River access).

Additionalgoals/strategiefrom this Chapterare asfollows:

1 UsetheComprehensiv®arks,TrailsandOpenSpacePlanpreparedandupdated
by the Park, Recreation and Culture Board and Comprehensive Plan Chapter 6,
Parks,Trails and Open Space when determining the location of future parkland
and open space as required by the Park Dedication Ordinance.

c



1 Create an incentivbased program to encourage developers and landowners to
completethe networkof trails andopenspace.Look atinvestmentdy the City to
complete trail segments and connections.

1 Providepassiveparklandandopenspaceareago enhancehe quality of life in
existing and future neighborhoods.

1 Plan green space and trails/park areas accordingly so they may become a part of

thelargermulti-purposegreenwaysystemn accordancevith the Comprehensive
Plan, Chapter 5, Natural areas.

Chapter7: Land Use

The | and use chapter is referredprovmesas @At he
the basis for the Official Zoning Map and is referred to when making findings for

approvals to changes in the zoning, subdivision or development dodealso used for

reviewof developmenproposals.In orderfor the City of Isantito haveguideddeliberate

development, with proper placement of transportation and utility systems, evaluation and
planning for land use is necessary for the future community.

The section overviewed an updated | and use i
suitabilityo of | and uses keeping in mind na
planning boundaries of the Citilany of these areas had already been altered for

agricultural, rural residential, recreational or rural commercial uBesse areas and

natural systems (as reviewed in Chapter 5, Natural Resources) are included in the future
landuseplan.Landusedesignationshatdefineexistingandfuture useof landwithin the

planning area are identified and defined.

Existinggrowth patternsarealsoreviewedin this Chapter.At thetime of thisupdatethe

City is in a growth mode with significant new commercial and residential development.
Much of the existing land use planning remains relevant and will continue to be so
through the time period of this updatéuidelines for basic planning provisions and
physical character of the City are included in this sectity utility system capacities

were also reviewed and should also be sufficient for planned growth/service areas in this
time period.It is recommended that utility capacities be evaluated again in the next 5
years as growth patterns during this compreh
clear. Utility plant or system updates should include increased capacities if warranted.
Utility planninginformationis includedin the Appendixof thiscomprehensivelan

update.

TheFutureLandUseMap hasbeenreviewedandupdated.Futurelandusedesignations
are also in the plan document.



Additionalgoals/strategiefrom this Chapterare asfollows;

1 Considemgoalslistedin theBasicPlanningProvisionssectionin reviewing
development and redevelopment projects.

1 Lookfor mixeduseopportunitiedor landadjacento majorgeneracommercial

corridors and expanded central business district that could include high density
multi-family residential.

ChapterB: Transportation

As recognized in the 2007 Comprehensive Plan, adequate transportation systems in the
City are critical to the vitality and growth of the Cityhe City has two major road

corridors that go through itUS Highway 65, is a north/south four lane highway that
provides access to the Twin Cities metropolitan area to the south and Heritage Boulevard
(Isanti County Highway 5), which provides an east/west highway connection through the
County. This Chaptereviewedthesemajorcorridorroadsystemsandtheinterrelationof

the City road system$Roadwayjurisdictions and classifications are also reviewed.
Besideghemajorroads,mostCity streetdunctioneitheraslocal streetsservingadjacent
businesses and residences, or minor collectors which serve to route local traffic to major
road systemsThe City of Isanti receives assistance for its minor collector road

mai ntenance and rehabilitation costs through
Local road systems and their access and use are also reviBwegedxisting functional
transportation plan was also reviewddhis planning includes roadways and collector
streeimprovementshat mostikely will bedevelopedeyondthe scopeof this planning

update.

TheChapteralsoreviewedmulti-modaltransportatiorsystemghatinclude;thelocal
sidewalk and trail system, regional trail systems, comments omiotorized traffic
crossing of US Highway 65The section discusses other muftbdal systems that
include local bus service, metro bus connection, park and ride facilities and sharing.
Included is future potential for commuter rail.

As afinal notein this section,it is recommendethatcollaborativeefforts by the City,
local and state jurisdictions are continudthis includes multimodal transportation
planning as well.
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Chapterl: CommunityVision, Goals& Strategies

Introduction

Theinitial goalswereformulatedfrom ideasandinputfrom Citizensthatparticipatedn theCompPlan
CommunityKick-off MeetingandGoalsandPoliciesWorkshopandadoptedasapartof the2007City
Comprehensivelan. In 2019and2020,the CommunityVision andGoalswerereviewedandupdatedvith
PlanningCommissiorandCommunityinput. ThoseCommunityVision objectivesandGoalsareincorporatedn
this Chapter.

TheCity alsoadoptedh City MissionStatemenin 2020. This providesanoverallvisionfor thecommunityand
services to its citizens.

City Mission Statement

Mission:
To provideasafehealthyvibrantcommunityandmanageurresourceso enhancehequality of life. Weare
dedicatedo costeffectivegovernanceprofessionainanagemerdandexcellenfpublicservices.

Vision:
To supporiandengagehecommunitythroughleadershipprofessionalisnandintegrity to ensurdsanticontinues
to be a community for generations.

Core Values:

LeadershipTo encouragénnovation creativity,andinitiative.

ServiceTo befair, friendly, helpfulandcustomersserviceoriented.

Ethicsandintegrity: To betruthful, accountableesponsibleprofessionalandwith goodmoralstandards.
CollaborationTo recognizehatour peopleareour mostvaluableresource.

Community:To respecandpromoteour communityandshareopportunitieso succeed.

StewardshipT o considethelong-termconsequences actions protectour assetsandinvestin thefuture.

Community Vision:

A Placewith aUnigueCharacteandSmalttown Atmosphere

TheCity shallstriveto maintainthesmalttownatmospheréhatmakedsantiawelcomingplacetobe.l s ant i 6
smalttown charactewill helpforgeanidentityfor the City andwill helpcreateauniquedestinatiorfor visitors.

A PlacethatRecognizeghelmportanceof NaturalResources

Thecommunityrecognizesheneedto preservéheRumRiverandothernaturalresource# theCity. These
resourcesiddvalueto thecommunityandshouldbeenhance@ndprotectedo ensurahattheycanbeenjoyedfor
generations to come.




A PlacethatValuesits ResidentsCommunityFacilitiesandCommunitylnvolvemenf Opportunities
TheCity will continueto enhanceandprovidecommunityfacilitiesthatmeettheneedsf currentandfuture
residents.TheCity will beaplacewith communitygatheringspacesndrecreationabpportunitieghatprovide
placedor communityengagemenparticipationandahealthylifestylefor all of | s a metideldtss

A Placewith a GrowingandThriving Downtown

TheDowntownshouldstriveto functionasafocal pointfor businessndretail opportunitiego serveavarietyof
needsn thecommunity. TheDowntownshouldbe seerasaplacefor peopleto gatherandcongregate.
Downtownshouldbeaplacethatis pleasantor resident@&ndvisitors,andshouldprovidethebasicnecessitieand
everyday needs to its residents.

A Placewith aVariety of HousingTypes
Thecommunityrecognizesheneedto provideits residentsvith arangeof housingoptions. It isimportantthat
residentdiavetheopportunityto stayin thecommunitythroughouthelifecycle.

A Placewith Well Plannedevelopments

The City mustbethoroughin its planningprocesgo ensurghatdevelopmenbccursin thebestpossibleplaces.
Theplanningprocessnustbediligentin orderto meettheneedsf residentialcommerciabndindustrial
development.

A Placewith High Quality Services

TheCity will striveto provideits residentsvith ahighlevelof services.TheCity alsoneeddo balancehe
distributionof City serviceswith thedesireto keeptaxesreasonableContiguousandorderlygrowthwill help
improveefficiencyandmaintaincostsof serviceto the City.

A Placewith EmploymentOpportunity

Thecommunitywantsto seelsantiasaplacethatis notonly agreatplaceto live, butalsoagreatplaceto work.
Thecommunitywouldlike to seemoreprospectsor employmentn Isantisothatresidentsvill nothaveto work
elsewhereandspendargequantitiesof time commuting.

A PlaceWhereanEffective TransportatiorBystems Available

TheCity will strivefor themosteffective,safeandcoordinatedransportatiorsystenpossible. TheCommunity
expectghatthetransportatiorsystenwill movepeoplearoundheCity efficiently andavoidcongestion.
Connectiondetweemeighborhoodandcommerciabreasieedo bemadewith sidewalksandtrailsto provide
alternative methods to move around @igy.




General Community Goals

CommunityGoal#11 Promotecommunityspirit, unity anddiversity.

Strategies:

T
)l

Recognizahe assetsf citizensof all agesjncomesfaithsandcultural heritages.

Continueto find waysto educatehe public on cultural,economicfaith, agebased
and othediversity issues.

Encouragencreasednteractionandcommunicatiorbetweercitizensof all ages,
faiths, cultural heritages and incomes.

SupportandcoordinateCity eventsthatpromoteprideandaii s eafs e mmuni t y o

With newresidentdransitioninginto the City, find away to engagehemon an
annual basis.

Find ways through events or neighborhood associations to strengthen relationships
betweerresidentiapropertyownersto build communityandenhanceublic safety.

CommunityGoal#2i Maintainandenhance friendly andcaringsmalktown atmosphere

Strategies:

T

Continueto providecommunitygatheringopportunitiego encourageesident
interaction and support.

Work with schools housef worship,andserviceorganizationgo keepresidents
involved and participating in community events.

Maintainandenhancexistingcommunitygatheringspacego ensuraesident$ave
adequate places to congregate and meet.

CommunityGoal#31 Encourageitizenparticipationrandeducatiorin all aspect®f City

government, planning and community life.

Strategies:

T

Actively encouragandutilize residentarticipationin thelocal decisionmaking
processes.



EducateandcommunicatehisP | a avéralgoals,policiesandrecommendationt®
the public, particularly regarding the growth management and sustainable
development concepts to be embodied in the Plan.

Continueto seekout creativewaysto communicatdocal governmentctivitiesand
information to the public through means such as newsletters, city web sites/social
media, neighborhood associations and other community groups.

Coordinateandparticipatein programghatteachlocal governmenteadershigskills
to residents, area business owners, andpnofit managers.

Encourage volunteerism, participation in community activities and acceptance of
communityleadershigositionsby citizensof all agesfaiths, culturalheritagesand
incomes.

Seekpartnershipsvith communitycoalitionsandinterestgroupsto shareresources
and energies in order to address community problems and opportunities.

Intergovernmental Coordination Goals

IntergovernmentaloordinationGoal#11 Promoteon-goingshareglanningamongall

Isanti Countyjurisdictions.

Strategies:

T

Work with adjacentownshipsmunicipalitiesandthe Countyto ensurdhatplanning
goals, objectives and policies are understood and accepted.

Communicateindeducatdocal officials regardingneededlanningandzoning
ordinances and policies.

Promote information sharing between the City and surrounding townships,
municipalitiesandcounty,andencourageheir participationin City issuesof shared
concern.

Communicatendeducatdocal officials regardingCity developmenprojectsthat
affect adjacent townships, municipalities and the County.

Maintaincommunicationgndcollaboratevhereappropriatevith stateandregional
agencies involved in planning issues that affect the City.



IntergovernmentaCoordinationGoal#2i Actively exploreopportunitiedor all
jurisdictions,agenciesandpublicorganizationsn the Countyto shareservicesand
resourceso reduceor eliminateduplicationandimproveefficiency.

Strategies:

1 Explore development of joint governmental ventures regarding the delivery of
servicedn theareaf administrativeservicesemergencyservicespublic safety,
public utilities, solid waste, and technology.

1 Work with adjacentocal governmentso identify areasvherecollaboratiorand
consolidation could reduce overall cost and increase effectiveness of local
government.

1 Continueparticipationin the IsantiCountyInitiative for Collaborationeadership
and Efficiency (ICICLE).

Community Appearanceand Livability Goals

CommunityAppearancandLivability Goal#1 - Maintainandenhancéheappearance,
integrity, heritagejdentityandlocal characteoftheC i t huifh environment.

Strategies:

1 Create and strengthen the appearance of key transportation corridors (Hwy 65,
HeritageBlvd, WhiskeyRd, CSAH 23), throughstreetscapenprovementsgesign
standards, zoning, trails, street lighting, sidewalks, signage and other tools.

1 Developandenforcedevelopmentlesign performancendsite planningincentives,
resources and standards to ensure quality development.

f Plan for amenities on secondary City access roufésy@nue NW, Cajima, 8
Avenue SE, CSAH 55, Palomino Rd SE, Railroad Avenue, South Passage,
Townsedgdroad).Createandidentify locationsfor communitygatewayghatwill
encourage legibility and identity within the City.

1 Workwith local historicalorganizationgo createandmaintainaninventoryof
historic community resources.

1 Prepareand/oradoptappropriateguidelinesor regulationgor theuseor reuseof
historically significant properties.

1 Support the efforts of local historical organizations to promote the preservation of
historically significantplacesandrecordswherepracticalandeconomicallyviable.
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T

Exploremethodsandfundingoptionsto upholdthegenerabppearancef older
buildings and neighborhoods through their maintenance and upkeep.

Continue programs to encourage compliance with city codes for upkeep of
commerciabndindustrialbuildings/sitesandresidentiaheighborhoods/housing
stock.

CommunityAppearancandLivability Goal#21 Enhance&eommunityandneighborhood

livability.

Strategies:

T

Ensurenewdevelopmentareconnectedo existingdevelopmenthroughthe
efficient use of streets, sidewalks, trails, utilities and infrastructure.

Encouragejuality andappropriatelevelopmenbf housing shoppingand
employment in proximity and proper density to each other.

Encouragéheintegrationof multi-modalaccessncludingparking,sidewalksand
bike paths within new developments.

Exploretheneed for ahigh schoolo serveexistingandfutureresidents,

Encourage variety of typesof neighborhoodiesignsincludingnectraditional,
conservation, and other alternative designs.

Encourageavailability of locally grownfood andsupportfor the Farmerdjarket.

CommunityAppearanc@ndLivability Goal#3i1 Maintainadequatactiveandpassive

open spactn meet the needs tiie community.

Strategies:

T

Require thentegration of parks, green space and natural amenities within new
developmentt$o ensureahatresidentiaheighborhoodfaveadequat@ccesso park
facilities.

Enhancehequality of life andsafetyof residentsy establishingpikeways,
walkways andther multiuse paths in developing areas.

Work to link areaparks,neighborhoodsjaturalamenitiesandcommunityfacilities
through the development of local and regional trails.

6



1 Continueto supportandcreatenew formsof fundingfor equipmentjmprovements,
andmaintenancef new andexistingneighborhoogarksandrecreationafacilities.

Natural ResourcesGoals
NaturalResource§oal#11 Protectconserveandenhancaaturalresourcesind

environmentallysensitiveareasvithin theCity andits plannedyrowthareador the
c o0 mmu nlang-tgrrdenvironmentaandeconomidenefits.

Strategies:

1 Avoid wetlandshativespeciegendangeredndthreatened)sensitiveareasand
other significant natural resources durdeyelopment.

1 Minimize theimpactof urbandevelopmenbnwetlandsrivers,forestedareasand
other environmental features.

1 Createagreenwaycorridorandnaturalareagplanthatis tied to thelanduseplanand
links environmentally sensitivareas, stream and river corridors, trail corridors,
institutions, parklands and neighborhoods.

1 Encourage maintenance of wetlands and natural drainage systems when
accommodatingewgrowthandreestablishingvetlandsandnaturaldrainage
systems within developed areas when opportunities arise.

1 Workwith theDNR to ensurghatRumRiver ScenicAreasandEasementare
maintained.

1 Workto protectendangeredhreatene@ndrarespeciesandtheir habitats.Ensure
that existing wildlife corridors anmmaintained.

1 Continue implementation of Wellhead Protection Program, MS4 Stormwater, and
RainGardenProgramsywith public educatioron the programsandhow citizenscan
assist with program objectives.

1 Consider adopting a tree preservation policy and planting proghéork to
diversify treespeciesn theurbanforestandencourageatreecanopyin appropriate
urban areas.

1 Identify aggregateesourcesvithin the City andits plannedgrowthareasand
develop strategies to ensure the ability to extizan in the future.



NaturalResource§oal#2i Conserverestoreandenhanceaturalresourcesystems
within the Cityds boundari es.

Strategies:

1 Workwith adjacentocal governmentsgevelopersandresidentgo restoreand
enhancenatural resource systems that may have been degraded or altered.

1 Utilize theNaturalResourcetnventorypreparedasa partof the2007
Comprehensive Plan to guide future growth and expansion.

1 Communicate and coordinate with surrounding townships and municipalities to
ensurdhatnaturalresourcecorridorsandconnectivityareprotectecandmaintained.
Growth Management

GrowthManagemenGoal#1i Provideclearlydefinedgrowthmanagemerdreaghatare
contiguous with existing development.

Strategies:

71 Utilize theNaturalResourcesnventory,projectionsandservicecapacityto
designate areas for contiguous and efficient growth opportunities.

1 Workwith residentslandownersanddeveloperso developlandin acontiguous
and efficient manner.

1 Adoptalanduseplanthatclearlyidentifiesareassuitablefor growthandefficient
services in appropriate densities.

GrowthManagemenGoal#21 Guidegrowthin areassuitablefor urbanservicesand
preservegriculturallandusedo thegreatesextentpossible.

Strategies:

1 Workwith largelandownersandfarmersto planfor futuregrowthandappropriate
phasing of development.

1 Identify key agriculturalareaghatshouldbe preservear enhanced.

1 Maintainlow densitiesvithin areasoutsidethegrowthareago ensureopportunities
for future extension of City Services.



T

Ensurethatland outsidethegrowthareais well plannedfor andphasingfor
development is considered.

Land UseGoals

LandUseGoal#11 Supporthecompactefficientandorderlygrowthof all urban

developmenincludingresidentialcommerciabndindustrialareas.

Strategies:

M

Identify planned growth areas outside the current City boundaries (Urban Service
Areas). Work with IsantiCountyandlsanti Townshipon expansiorof USA tiersas
the City develops.

Work with Isanti Township to develop new orderly annexation agreements for the
plannedgrowthareasMaintainregulationdor low densitiesvithin thoseareasuntil
such time as urbashevelopment can be facilitated.

Requirethatpropertieservedoy City waterandsanitarysewerbelocatedwithin
the City.

Coordinatewith surroundingownshipsandthe Countyto createconceptuamaster
plansfor plannedfuture growthareaghatwill promoteconnectivityto existingand
future transportation systems and contiguous natural resource corridors.

Encouragabalancedstrategyof i i n f iwithinithaQjty with annexatiorand
development of new areasinstagbs. scour dge gfgli g .

LandUseGoal#21 Achieveavailabilityandadequacyf municipalservicedo ensurea

high quality of life for all existingandfutureresidents.

Strategies:

T

Work with adjacentownshipsto planfor the extensiorof servicesandgrowthinto
areas contiguous to existing development.

Planto developandprovideall municipalservicesprior to initiating annexation.

Avoid prematuredevelopmenof rural areasdbeforeCity servicesareavailable thus
preserving agricultural character.



1 Preparautility facility andtrunkline plansthatarein conformancevith thelanduse
plan.

LandUseGoal#31 Planlandusesandimplementstandard$o promotequality
development and minimize land use conflicts.
Strategies:

1 Prepare and adopt a land use plan that designates land use areas and guides
developmento appropriateareasn orderto ensuredesirabldandusepatternsandto
minimize conflicts.

1 Requiretransitionsbetweernincompatibldanduseshroughappropriatgplanning
practices and zoning standards.

1 Prepargerformancealesignand/ordevelopmenstandardgor commercialand
industrial development.

1 Design and/or locate industrial and commercial developments to avoid adverse
impactsonresidentialreasyhile continuingto promotecompatible contiguous
development patterns.

1 Achieveabalancednixtureof landuseshroughtheimplementatiorof zoningand
other tools.

1 FollowtheUS ConstitutionandStateStatutesn all mattersrelatedto theacquisition

of private land for public uses.

LandUseGoal#41 Identify adequateappropriateandaccessibléocationsfor future
commercial, business amtlustrial development.

Strategies:

1 Protectandenhanceheinvestmenin existingcommercialndindustrialbusinesses
when planning for future land uses.

1 Explore commercial and industrial opportunities along the Highway 65 Corridor.
Preserve commercial areas with developed or planned road systems and
infrastructure for higlilensity commercial development that provides tax base and
jobs. Protecthesecommerciabreagrom low densityandundesirablelevelopment.

1 Protect and encourage development and redevelopment of the downtown that is
consistentvith theC i t hystoriccharacter.Planfor futureredevelopmento addto
and sustain the commercial coiencourage development of mixede buildings.
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LandUseGoal#51 Supporidevelopmenthatenhancesommunitycharacteandidentity.

Strategies:

T

Promoteandprovidehigh quality housingin areassurroundinghegolf course.
Utilize natural features and the golf course in subdivision design.

Prepareandadoptmasterplansfor all communitygrowthandredevelopmenareas
prior to development.

Locateappropriateseniorhousingopportunitiesn closeproximity to servicesand
community amenities, and commercial corridors.

Establishot sizesandotherperformancetandardshatsupportor enhancehe
community vision.

Embraceconservatiordevelopmenpracticego conserveandenhanceanatural
resources and add interest and natural amenities in to subdivision design.

LandUseGoal#61 Createhealthy livable neighborhooddesignedo fosterandsupporia

sense of community.

Strategies:

T

Successfullyntegrateparks,openspaceandnaturalareagnto the community
fabric.

Establishrmanmadeamenitiesandintegratewith naturalareaswithin planned
neighborhoods.

Workswith propertyownersanddeveloperso encouragevalkableneighborhoods
and a more sustainable neighborhood form.
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Housing Goals

HousingGoal#1i Promoteavarietyof housingypesin Isantifor existingandfuture
community residents.

Strategies:

1 Continue to study housing goals, needs @sdurcesUpdate housing studies
periodically. Watchfor changinghousingmarketconditions. Identify opportunities
and support projects to meet City housing needs.

1 Workwith StateandFederaHousingAgenciesjocallenderspuildersandother
organizations to identify programs and resources to help Isanti meet its housing
goals.

1 Encourageublic-privatepartnershipso expand affordablbousingopportunities.

1 Encourageheappropriataedispersiorof housingtypesthroughouthe City.
Placement should align with appropriate housing densities and setbacks.

1 Encourageinadequatesupplyof seniorhousingoptionsto meettheneedsf the
Cityds expanding aging popul ation.

1 Examinezoningandotherdevelopmenstandardso ensuregheydo not
unreasonably hinder the provision of affordable housing.

HousingGoal#21 Createahigh-quality environmentn all residentiaheighborhoods.

Strategies:

1 Enforcebuilding, nuisanceandpropertymaintenanceodeso ensurecontinued
maintenance of the existing housing stodikdate codes as needed.

1 Encouragenfill housingwhereappropriate Encouragextensiorof infrastructure
to allow infill housing to occur.

1 Examinehousingdevelopmenpatternsjanduseplansandzoningperiodicallyto
ensure that an appropriate mix of housing is developed.
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Downtown Goals

DowntownGoal#11 Identify thefunctionof Downtownlsantiandimprovetheviability of

the redevelopment district.

Strategies:

T

Prepareandimplementa DowntownDevelopmenPlanthatintegratesiesign
standards that support its historical character.

Renovateandrehabilitateexistingdowntownbuildings.New buildingsshouldmatch
the historic downtown. Encourage mixed use buildings.

Providesafe, adequat@ndconvenienparkingto supportdowntowngrowth.

DowntownGoal#21 Work toimprovetheeconomicvitality of downtownlsantito provide

services for current and future residents.

Strategies:

T

Identify businesseandserviceghataremostappropriatdor downtownto attract
more residents and visitors.

Encourage¢he developmenbf small,independentlypwnedbusinesseandservices
to maintain the smatiown character of Isanti.

Encouragelestinatiorcommerciabusinesseandcommunityfacilities to draw
visitors to the downtown.

Encouragealevelopmenthatis complimentaryto communityfacilities andeventso
encourage activity in the downtown.

Structure redevelopment and incentives to support smdtal and transit
development the historicdowntowndistrict. Considedandbanksfor future park
and ride lots and potential rail transit facilities in the BNSF rail corridor.

DowntownGoal#3i Expandheii D o wn D 0 w hto inclodecommerciahreaseastof

Highway65, adjacenandbetweerMViain StreetandHeritageBoulevard.

1 Utilize streetlighting, traffic corridors,sidewalkstrails andsignageo unify the

AfiDownt own Districto.
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1 Work with organizationssuchasthe Chambeiof Commerceor TourismBureaugo
promote and mar ket the ADowntown Districto
destination district.

EconomicDevelopmentGoals

EconomiddevelopmenGoal#1i Maintain,developandgrowindustrialandcommercial
opportunitiesn theCity to increasehenumberof jobsanddiversifythetax base.

Strategies:
1 Expandthenumberof serviceprovidersandcommerciakhoppingopportunitiego
meet the needs of the existing and future community.

1 Realizetheopportunitiego attractandsupportnewbusinesseandcommunity
facilities.

1 Exploretheexpansiorof theindustrialparkto increaséhec 0 mmu ntaxbaged s
and provide employment opportunities.

1 Marketexistingii s h o e e liddusirialparklotsfor newindustrialdevelopment
thatenhances both the tax base and provides new jobs.

1 Provideadequatespaceandlocationfor professionaserviceso meetthe
communitybés future needs.

1 Exploretherecruitmentof industrialventureghatwill providespinoff benefitsto
existinglsanti businesses.

1 AttractandretainhighvaluedlandusesProtectopencommercialandthathas
infrastructure in place for high density commercial development.

1 Taketheleadrolein coordinatingandstreamliningeconomiadevelopment
initiatives and programs within the City.

i Targetresourcesaindprogramdo attractbusinessethathaveanemphasionjob
creation.Targetbusinessethatmeetor exceedivable wagerequirementand/or

address other community needs.

1 Continueto supportor expandocal businessetentionandexpansiorinitiatives.
Work with local business stanps to build their businesses and expand locally.
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1 Recognizeéhefundamentalinkagebetweerhousingandeconomiadevelopment.
Work to match housingvailability with employee housing needs.

1 Promote the rehabilitation and redevelopment of existing commercial facilities by
continuingto pursueandmakeavailablevariousfinancialprogramsandassistance.

EconomiddevelopmenGoal#2i Promoteefficient, plannedcommerciabndindustrial
expansiowithintheC i t gyovthareasaccessibléo publicinfrastructureand
transportation.

Strategies:

1 Identify key commercialandindustrialdevelopmenbpportunitiesvithintheCi t y 6 s
planned growtlareas in locations with access to major transportation systems.

1 Asopportunitiedor financialincentivesor akey industrypresenthemselvesyork
to develop a rail served industrial park.

1 Ensuretheappropriatgrovisionof streetandrights-of-way in newcommerciabnd
industrial developments.

1 Encourageompactandmixed-usecommerciakdevelopmentshatwill make
efficient use of infrastructure and resources.

EconomiddevelopmenGoal#3i EnhancehecharacteoftheC i t cpronserciabnd
industrial developments.

Strategies:

1 Developandadoptarchitecturaldesignor otherdevelopmenstandardsuchas
| andscaping, screening and other standards

industrial districts.

1 Encourageheprovisionof open/greerspacewithin commerciabndindustrial
development.

1 Encouragéistoricpreservatiorio enhancehe characteof commerciabreaswith
historical significance.

1 Assistbusinessem locatinglocal, regional,state federalandprivateresourceshat
will provide rehabilitation assistance.
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Community Facilities Goals

CommunityFacilitiesGoal#11 Workto providetheservicesandfacilitiesrequiredo
protectandmaintainthehealth safetyandwelfareof Isanticitizensin anequitableandcost
effective manner.

Strategies:

T

Work with adjacent townships and municipalities to prevent premature urban
developmentvithin the plannedgrowthareaghatarelocatedbeyondtheCi t y 6 s
long-term ability to provide services, such as sanitary sewer and water.

Createconceptuamasterplansfor the plannedgrowthareaghatwill identify, map,
and preserve future utility corridors.

Encouragehe protectionof public healthby requiringany on-site sewagesystemgo
conform to state requirements for siting, design, construction and maintenance.

CommunityFacilitiesGoal#27 Promoteheexpansioranddevelopmenof the

c o mmu ngreenpfi@sructurevhich consistof parkland environmentallysensitive
areasriver andstreanmcorridorsandtrail facilities throughouthe City andits planned
growth areas.

Strategies:

T

Exploreall federal stateandotherfundingopportunitiesor local andregional
parks, open space atrdil acquisition, development, and maintenance.

Identify locationsin the plannedgrowth areaghatwould be strategigarkland
resources.

Continueto requirethededicationacquisitionandmaintenancef parklandin the
planned growth areas to meet future park needs of the community.

Continueto implementtheC i t Gof@rehensiv@arkPlan.
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CommunityFacilitiesGoal#31 Ensurghatplacemenbr expansiorof communityfacilities
atcurrentiocationstakeinto accoun@nticipateduturepopulationgrowthandtheneedsof
existing and future residents.

Strategies:

1 Explorerebuildingthe communitycenterto adequatelgerviceexistingandfuture
residents.

1 Consideffacility planningfor future City facility needs.ldentify sitesfor future
facility locations.

1 Provideadditionalyearroundrecreationabpportunitiesandfacilities.

1 Maximizeopportunitiego sharefacilities betweerthe City, local schoolspther
governmental and neprofit organizations.

1 Explorethefeasibility andpotentiallocationsfor a newhigh school.

Parks and Open SpaceGoals

ParksandOpenSpaceGoal#11 Adoptandmaintainaparks,openspaceandtrail planto
meet | santidés current and future needs.
Strategies:

1 Provideparksandopenspaceso serveresidentiaheighborhoodandthe
community.

1 Continuework to developan efficientandwell-keptparkandtrail system.

1 Updatethe ParkComprehensiv®lanto ensurehatcurrentandfuture needsof the
residents are met.

ParksandOpenSpaceGoal#2i Provideandmaintainatrail systemwith connectivityto
the City sidewalksystemCountytrail systemandStatetrails.

Strategies:

i Provideandmaintaintrails thatmeettheneedf current andutureresidents.
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1 Continueto work with IsantiCounty,adjacenfTownshipsandmunicipalitiesto
develop linkages to County and Regional Trail Systems.

1 Encouragérail connectivityto promoteactivehealthfulliving.

1 Planfor futuredevelopmenof aseparatetbicycle andpedestriaraccesacross
Highway 65 that links the City and connects local and regional trail systems.

Transportation Goals

TransportatiorGoal#1i Provideasafe efficientandadequatéransportatiorsystenthat
serves both access and mobility needs.

Strategies:

1 Usethefunctionalclassificationsystento defineandplanexistingandnew
roadways.

1 Developandutilize accessnanagemerguidelines.

1 Requiretheprovisionof safeandadequateccessgo all propertiegshroughthe
implementation of subdivision regulations.

1 Createsafesidewalkstrails andbusstopsandincorporateappropriatesafety
features into all transportation improvement projects.

1 Pursue traffic devices amdad improvements to increase capacity and access to
existingarterialsandmajorroadsystems.Planfor phasedraffic improvement®n
Heritage Boulevard/CSAH 5 and Highway 65 Access points based on traffic
volumes and access needs.

1 Developadedicateglanfor roadimprovementso provideaccesso theEast
Highway 65 Commercial Properties.

Transportatiorisoal#2i Createandprovideexcellentorth-southandeastwest
connections and movements throughout Isanti.

Strategies:

1 Prepare andnplement a transportation plan with a hierarchy of community
roadwaygprovidingexcellentnorth-southandeastwestmovementshroughouthe
City.

18



1 Workwith CountyandTownshipOfficials ontraffic improvement®nroad
corridors that serve the City and adjacent Townships.

1 Providethebestavailableaccesso Main Streetto serveadjacenctommerciabnd
downtown areas.

1 Providesafeandconvenient/ehiclecrossingsatkey locationsalongthe Highway 65
Corridor.

1 Successfullyntegratethe eastandwestsidesof the Highway 65 Corridorthrough
transportation and open space linkages and pedestrian paths.

1 Planfor adedicategedestriarandnonvehicularconnectioracrossHighway 65
with connections to City and Regiongdil and sidewalk systems.

1 Continue to provide access points to support economic development by increasing
directtransportatiortonnectionandmovementso commerciabndindustrialareas.

Transportatiorsoal#31 Maintainatransportatiorsystenthatis coordinatedndcost
effective.

Strategies:
1 Continueto work with surroundingnunicipalities townships Countyand
State to ensure an integrated regional transportation system.

1 Schedulduturetransportatiorprojectsin capitalimprovemenprograms.

1 Connecttreetsn developingareado the existingnetworkof streetsand
reflect the existing street character and design standards.

1 Achieveconcurrencypetweerdevelopmenandthe municipalimprovements
and services neededdgapport it.

1 Createconceptuamastemplansof theC i t grodvth areaghatidentify future
transportatiorcorridors. Identify how the futuretransportatiorcorridorswill
interact with regional transportation systems.

1 Workto preservduturetransportatiortorridorsbothby acquiringneeded
right-of-way in advance when possible, and through the use of official

mapping.

1 Continueto exploreall Federal Stateandotherfundingopportunitiefor
local and regional transportatignojects.
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Transportatiorioal#4i Coordinatdransportatiorwith landuseplanningand
environmental protection.

Strategies:

1 Considettheimpactsto neighborhoodsvhenplanningnewor upgradingexisting
roadways.

1 Supporttransportatiorprojectsthatalign with thecompactprderlydevelopmenof
the City and local /regional transportation plans.

1 Design transportation systems to avoid, where possible, wetlands and other
environmentallysensitiveareasandconsideiMinnesotawild andScenicor other
state rules.

1 Identify andconsidetthe costsof lostenvironmentabenefitsfor proposed
transportation projects.

TransportatiorGoal# 571 Establishastrongmulti-modaltransportatioplanto meetthe
communities current arfdture needs.

Strategies:
1 Incorporatebicycleandpedestriannfrastructurevhenplanningchangesadditions,

or maintenance to streets, sidewalks, bridges, paths or other public facilities.
Develop a Bike/Alternate Transportation Plan for the City.

1 Encouragéike parkingfacilities at parkswithin neighborhoodsandatretail/
commercial developments.

1 Maintainthe existingnetworkof bicycle andpedestriarirails throughouthe City.

1 Continueto maintainacommitmentfor improvedlocal andregionaltransitservices
to support the communityds transit needs.

1 Encouragsidewalksandseparategpathwaysalongall arterialandcollectorstreets
when developing residential and commerci al

regulations.

1 Promotethe connectivityof alternativetransportatiorsystemsandplanfor
connection to community and recreational facilities.
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1 Ensure the provision of adequate arterial roadways and design local streets and
subdivisiongo discouragelriving at unsafespeedsandto promotepedestriarand
bicycle use.

1 Asopportunitiesavailthemselvesgxplorecommuterail andmasgransitoptions
for commuters from Isanti to the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area.
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------------------------------------------ 2020Comprehensiv@lanUpdate

Chapter2: The Community

Introduction/ CurrentConditions:

The City of Isanti has gone through significant change since the 2007 Comprehensive
Plan was completedlhe plan at that time recognized that residential growth was
slowing, but it did not anticipate the Great Recessikire Great Recession effectively
stopped residential growth and placed the City in a protective mode, as many single
family homes were vacated as a result of foreclosukethe height of the foreclosure

crisis in April, 2010, 171 homes representing 12% of the owner occupied housing stock
wereatsomepointin theforeclosureprocess.Sincethattime, thosehomeshavebeenre-

sold to new owners and substantial residential growth has returned to th&1Gstyof

the residenti al |l ots that were developed
Great Recession, have been built Bevelopment of new residential subdivisions is
taking place to add lotsCommercial and industrial development has continued,
providingthe City with newamenitiegex. Medical Clinic) to servethegrowing City and
employment opportunities for residents.

This Chapter focuses on existing conditions and trends with population and households.
These projections are used as the basisdoprehensive plan elements to ensure the
validity of theplan. The Chapterdescribeshoseliving in Isantinow andthoseprojected

to be living in the City in 2030 through the use of demographics and res@aish.

Chapter also provides updated information on City facilities that serve residents and
finishes with a review of intergovernmental relationships that affect the City of Isanti.

PopulationTrends:

A review of past populations and future projections summarize what has occurred and
what range of growth can be expected for the City of Isémtirder to get accurate
projections, research had to be undertaken to review census and demographic
information,coupledwith building permitandregisteredsoternumbersBasedon this
research, population projections can be made through the next 10 years and beyond.



Belowis Figure2-1, displayingthe projectedpopulationfor the City through2040. The

graph shows the State Delmopgedmhwiichiss esti mat e
projection based on the average number of people added per decade and a line showing
exponential growth, which is based on the percentage of growth per decade, both since

1980.

Figure2-1
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The State Demographer has projected lower growth for the City of Isanti, although the
Twin Cities Metropolitan Area is projected to continue fast pace growth, with an
increasing demand for housingtaff believes that theore realistic projection of
populationis nearthe straightline projection. Thevariable willbe householdsize,which

is expectedo movedownward. As with anyprojection,thenumbershouldbeupdatedas
new population data becomes available.



HouseholdTrends:

Householdsizeis tied to changingoopulationgroupsovertime, aswell astheavailability

of suitable housingWi t h | santi 6s proximity to the Twin
Highway 65 access, and lower housing prices, make Isanti is a desirable place for young
families. This reflects in current higher than average household®ias time those

household sizes will decrease, as there will be an increasing Senior population in the

City. The availability of adequate housing for growing families and Seniors will also

play a role in ultimate household siZEhe table below shows our projected range for

Persons Per Household in the next 10 years.

Year HouseholdSize Person$erHouseholc
2005 2.83 1,608
2010 2.79 1,882
2015 2.78 1,977
2020 2.77 2,255
2030low 2.45 2,585
2030mid 2.45 3,099
2030high 2.45 4,079

Usingthemid-rangeforecast|santiwould gainanaveragef 84 householdperyearfor
the next 10 years.

Populatiorby Age:

A review of population group ages shows t he
Below is Figure 2 which displays the population age group by age and yAargou

see in the blue lines, for the next 10 years, Isanti is projected to retain a large cohort of
age grouping that reflects younger families and an increasing Senior populdteon.
increased Senior population reflects the aging of baby boort@iso reflects in

migration of Seniors to Isanti from rural areas, as they prefer a small tavarenent

yet desire to be closer to their families in the metro afidee graph also reflects the
agingof themillennial generation.Thedevelopmenof additionalii s tuphpo u s fom g o
millennials will be needed to retain those populations in the Gidigitionally,

improvement and maintenance of community facilities, such as parks and recreational
facilities, will be needed to attract and retain families in Isanti.



Chart 3 - Persons by Age
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OtherDemographicCharacteristics:

As Isanti is projected to continue its growth, the City will also become more diverse.
Their needs and the emphasis to have an inclusive community should be included in
policy considerationsin 2000,the City of Isantiwas97%percentwhite. Thatnumber

has decreased to 94.7% in 20H8spanics make up the next highest percentage of
population (3.2%), followed by those identifying as two or more races (2.3%).



Goals/Strategies:

Severacommunitygoalsarelistedin Chapterl thatreflectthe changingpopulationand
demographics in IsantiConsideration of the goals will help to build a unique and
desirablecommunityto live in andassisin meetingthe needf achangingeitizenship.
Listed below are those that correlate todbeenographic change in the City.

1 Recognizehe assetsf citizensof all agesjncomesfaithsandcultural heritages.

1 Continueto find waysto educatehepublic on cultural,economicfaith, age
based and other diversity issues.

1 Encouragencreasednteractionandcommunicatiorbetweercitizensof all ages,
faiths, cultural heritages and incomes.

CommunityFacilities:

The Community Facilities section of the 2007 Comprehensive Plan overviewed public

buildings, their functions and services, private pablic schools, churches and private

servicesn theCity. AstheCity grows,thesefacilities needto bereviewedperiodically

to evaluatehe need forexpansion orenovations to serviie needs ohew residents. A

review of the Cityds demographics over ti me
needsvarrantchangesn City servicesandfacilities. This Comprehensiv@lanUpdate

will focus on the Cityodés facilities, their c
this planning time period.

City Hall

IsantiCity Hall is locatedat 110First AvenueNW andwasconstructedn 2005. It hasa

large City Council Chambers that is used for city meetings and related eVbat€ity
Offices were constructed to be internally expanded to meeieds of a growing City.

To meet new needs the parking area was expanded in 2014 to include public parking
behind City Hall and to connect to an upgraded parking lot at the Isanti Community
Center. From a facility planning standpoint, the existing building should be adequate to
house City administrative staff through 2030.



CommunityCenter

The Isanti Community Center continues to serve as a location for City programs, civic
organizations and private evenssctivities range from CityMovie Nights in the

fall/winter, meeting space for service club and youth organizations, to daily Senior
Dining. The facility is highly utilized by the community’he community center was
renovated in 2014, with interior, building and parking lot upgraésshose
improvement@andthebuilding continuegdo age,capitalimprovemenplanningshouldbe
done for any needed repairs, with consideration of a future expansion or a new facility.
This building, aswell asfuturesitelandneedsshouldbeevaluatecandincludedin

future facility planning.

IsantilndoorArena

The Isanti Indoor Arena was constructed in 2015 and is the home of Rum River BMX.
The arena is 73,000 sq. feet in size and developed for bicycle motocross racing. This
facility was built by the City based on a partnership with Rum River BMX, which has a
long-termuseleasewith theCity. It is thepremierenclosedicyclemotocrosdacility in

the State. Thefacility alsocontaingparkrestroomdor theadjacenBluebird Parkandan
ice-skating warming facility for the City pleasure rink.

Public SafetyBuilding

The Isanti Police Department and Isanti Fire District share this building.lsanti Fire
District has a lease with the City for their space, and utilizes it for Diattioinistrative
offices and housing of emergency response apparatus and vehloeBolice
Departmenmovedinto thefacility in 2006,with anewly remodelednainstaffroomand
office space.The current Police Department space, while adequate for current
operations, is fully used by the current stafhe building itself, constructed in 1982, is
structurally sound but is aging with maintenance ne@tg building should also be
included in future facility planning.

PublicWorks MaintenanceBuilding

This building houses the Public Works Department that provides a myriad of services to
the City, from snow removal, parks and street maintenance, to utilities that are not
locatedelsewhere The primarybuilding is over20 yearsof ageand isin goodcondition.

As operations have expanded and more equipment added; interior renovations have been
made to make the building more functionalso, the need for more heated and cold

storage has been planned for and a new building will be constructed on site within the
time periodof this comprehensivelanupdate.This buildingis alsoplannedo serveoff-

site storage needs for the Police Department.



Utility Treatmen®Plants

The Cityds sewage tr eoastructedinl99@ilisant was ori gi n

combinatiormechanicabndaerategondfacility, andhasbeenrecentlyupdatedhrough
consolidation of primary treatment operations at the main plantside it is

anticipated that the capacity of the current plant is adequate for near term needs, the
increasing standards for treated water discharge in the Rum River, and potential need for
land currently used for treatment ponds for future industrial use are leading to more plant
upgrades and consolidation of the facility in a smaller Jiteat will require upgrading

the treatment facility to a full mechanical plafitat project is being planned for within

the time period of this comprehensive plan update.

TheC i t watersreatmenplant,built in 2009, providesfiltration andprocessindor City
water to meet State standard$e facility has had some improvements since it began
operations.The plant should provide adequate finished water production for this
planning time periodHowever, as the City expands east and south the need for water
pressure and storage may prompt the need for a new water temgeneering studies

will need to be done to provide guidance on placement of a new water tower.

Schooldgn Isanti

Schools included in the 2007 Comprehensive Plan includedti Primary School,
IsantiintermediatéSchoolandlsantiMiddle School. All arefacilities of the Cambridge
Isanti SchoolDistrict. Sincethatplanwaspreparedafacility addition/performance area
was added at the Isanti Middle School, internal improvements were made at the Isanti
Primary School and parking areas have been modified to improve traffic flow and
utilization at all threeschools.No additional nevDistrict facilities havebeen developed

in Isanti.

New Schools

Arts & ScienceAcademy

The Arts & Science Academy, a&educational facility, was founded at 903&venue
CourtNE in 2014with 12 classroomsSincethen,the Academyaddeda separaté/iddle
School which includes both classrooms and a combination cafeteria/gymnasium at 1005
7" Avenue NE which opened in 201The schools have approximately 360 students.
Thestudenteacheratiois 12to 1. The Academypartneredvith the City of Isantiin
developmenbf AcademyParklocatedat 901 6" AvenueCourtNE, which serveshe

school when in session and is a public park facility for the neighborhood.



St. ScholasticHSC Academy

St. Scholastica Academy is a private Catholic school with grad@s Ibcated at 207
WhiskeyRoadNW. It openedn 2016andhasapproximatelyt5 studentsvith astudent
teacher ratio of &. The Academy utilizes classrooms and cafeteria facilities located in
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church.

Churches

Churches in the 2007 Comprehensive Plan inclu@idich Baptist, Faith Lutheran, St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, and Harvest Christian Evangelf8aice then Elim Baptist has
becomaNew HopeCommunityChurch. HarvestChristianEvangelicahasmovedand
their facility has been repened as The Journey New Life Church.

Goals/Strategies:

After areviewof City facilities andthe 2007planregardingothercommunityfacilities,
the following goals/strategies from Chapter One are included here for additional
consideration in this planning time period.

91 Consideffacility planningfor future City facility needs.ldentify sitesfor future
facility locations

1 Createconceptuafuture mastemplansfor plannedgrowthareaghatwill identify,
map and preserve future utility corridors.

IntergovernmentaDrganizationandRelationships

As recognized in the 2007 Comprehensive Plan, City boundaries will continue to grow
and change as new residential and commercial/industrial development extends to areas
beyond the present corporate boundaridse City recently completed annexation of a
number of residential parcels that were surrounded by City boundiriganticipated
thatfutureannexationso the City will bepetitionedby their propertyownersatthetime

of developmentCoordination of suclnnexations and planning with Township and
County officials would be optimalThe City has an orderly annexation agreement with
Isanti Township for certain property in the existing Tier 1 zoning arba.City will be
moving beyond the Tier 1 area in the future so joint planning with the County and
Township is not only desired, but necessa&ypansion of the Tier 1 area should be
explored.

Participationwith IsantiCounty,IsantiCitiesandthe CambridgelsantiSchoolDistrict in
the Isanti Countynitiative on Collaboration, Leadership and Efficiency (ICICLE)
organization may also assist with joint development planr@ggnmunication and



relationships will assist in cohesive planning and development in future years.
Opportunitiedor sharedserviceshouldalsobereviewedandconsideredf theywould
improve city services to the citizens of Isanti

Goals/Strategies:

Thefollowing goals/strategieshouldbeconsideredn light of theinformationin this
Chapter:

1 Workwith adjaceniTownshipsmunicipalitiesandthe Countyto ensurehat
planning goals, objectives and policies are understood and accepted.

1 Communicateandeducatdocal officials regardingCity developmenprojectsthat
affect adjacent townships, municipalities and the County.

1 Workwith adjacentocal governmentso identify areaswvherecollaboratiorand
consolidation could reduce overall cost and increase the effectiveness of local
government.



------------------------------------- 2020Comprehensiv@lanUpdate

Chapter3: HousingandNeighborhoods

Introduction:

Development of new housing continues in the City of Isanti, although not at the
rate or diversity of housing types of the early 200Bisice the Great Recession,
development has centered on construction of sifagfely houses on vacant lots

or Outlots that either were already developed or had ready access to City roads
and utilities. The amount of existing residential lots has been reduced as of the
writing of this Chapter from 440 in 2011 to 50 loWith the development of

those lots and current housing market needs for new lots, there have been two
new singlefamily subdivisions developed in 2018 and 20H&mes built in the

last several years range from small single level patio homes and split levels,
which appeal to first time and senior buyers, to larger Aeul homes for

second or third time buyerfegarding rental housing, no new facilities have
been built in Isanti since the second Evergreen Apartment building was
constructedn 2008. Thelastseniorhousingproject,PrairieSeniorCottagesywas

built in 2010. It should also be noted that the City took substantial efforts during
the Great Recession to work with foreclosed and successor owners to maintain
and stabilize vacant singfamily housing in the City of IsantiAt the height of

the foreclosure crisis in April 2010, the City was monitoring the condition and
status of 171 homes, which at the time represented over 12% of that housing
stock.

As a part of the development of the 2@&mprehensive Plan, the City in
conjunction with the Greater Minnesota Housing Fund (GMHF), developed a
Housing Action Plan, which set housing goals and an action Wéh.the

changean the economyandsevererecessionpotentialplansto work with GMHF

on the action plan were not feasibkereview of the past GMHF housing plan
indicates that some housing planning recommendations are still relevant in the
planning period of this comprehensive plan updaditional housing studies
were performed in the East Central Region, which included the City of Isanti.

This Chaptemwill addresshefollowing regardingHousing: Frameworkand
Assumptions, Existing Conditions, and Analysis and Recommendations.



Frameworkand Assumptions:

Housing is thesinglegreatest land uga theCity of Isanti Wi t h | sant i 6s

on urban fringe of the Twin Cities metropolitan area, the desire and demand for
low density residential housing will continue within the timeframe ofupigate.

New residents are drawn to | s-arlt i for

area.Theydesireto havea singlefamily homewith alargerlot. A numberof the

new homes have unfinished spadéis reduces the entry price for new owners.
Most owners plan to complete the finishing of their home to increase the usable
square footageThis builds equity and value in the honi¥his also allows the
option for them to purchase a larger hoéth completion of western and
northwestern subdivisions, single family residential development will continue to
spread east of Highway 65 in the next decablleis expansion will be based on

the economy and market for new housiAgother factor will be the cost of new
infrastructure.

There is also aontinued demand for both mufamily rental and senior housing
units in the City.The last market rate apartment building was constructed in
2008. Vacancy rates for muHiamily units were below market averages in the

last housing study. The need for senior housing, both owner occupied ard multi
family continues.This needhasbeensomewhatddressedly thehousingmarket

with construction of single level patio homes in the C#gniors are also
purchasing larger singamily homes in order tprovide accommodations for
other family membersMulti-generational use in homes is not uncommnibime

need for both mukfamily and senior housing was recognized in the 2015
housing study.

As recognized in the 2008 Comprehensive plan, housing quality, type and
neighborhoods are an important indicator of quality of lifeat indicator,
coupled with household size and other demographic indicators, are used by
commercial developers and locators in decisions whether to locate in a
community. City residentshotonly supplycustomergor thebusinesstheyare
also potential employees.

Existing Conditions:

This section contains both historic trends of development, building trends and
marketvaluesandhowtheyrelateto currentandprojectechousingneedsn the
City of Isanti.
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Developmenby Decade

As you see in the following chart (Chart 1), the historical pattern of residential
growthin the City of Isantiis shown. Housingdevelopmenin thetime periodof

the 1940s to the 1970s waary low, with 201 units over those 4 decadEke
pace of housing development was greatest in the time period o£22000 with
over 1,000 units constructed@hat time period coincides with low fuel prices,
favorable financing, and consumer demaintis also fueled development of
alternative housing types in Isanti, including townhomes, condominiums and
apartmentsLargeareas othewestandnorthwestideof Isantiweresubdivided
and developed, or planned for development in the near future.

Chart 1
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The 2008 Comprehensive Plan noted a slowing of the development of housing,
but anticipated a rebounding and continued growth, with a projection from 2005
forward of over new 1,000 households in the City by 200t Plan could not

have anticipated the Great Recession which basically halted housing
development.In the depth of the foreclosure crisis in the City in 2011, only 1
new singlefamily home was constructed that entire ydawould take until

2014, with the construction of 38 new sindgenily homes that the City would
meet its revised housing projections (30 units annually/utility connectifss).
discussedsinglefamily housingdevelopmenhasreboundedn the City with 346
homesbuilt since2010,with mostconstructedn the past3 years. Seniorhousing
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needspeyondindependenliving, werealsopartially addressewith development
of Prairie Senior Cottages in 2010, adding 18 housing units for those requiring
assisted congregate housing services.

ResidentiaBuilding Permits

Chart2 showsResidentiaBuilding Permitsfor all housingunits since2000.

Chart 2
Residential Building Permits
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The graph reflects the change in the total number of housing permits which
peakedn 2005.From1990to 2000, residentiabuilding permitsaverage®0 to

35units. From2000to 2004, Isantiaveraged.50to 160unitsperyear. During

those years, townhouses represented 25% of the new housing units produced.
Housing production sinc2010 has been singlamily homes, which have ranged
from smalleronelevel patiohomeso largermulti-level homes.Within the past3

years, there have been larger homes built (1200 sqg. ft. plus) as a percentage of all
homes built for that year.



MedianHomeSales

Chart3 showsthe mediansaleprice of housingunitssoldin Isantifrom 2014
through 2018.

Chart 3
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As you can see in the chart, housing values have trended higher sincén2014.
2018,thesinglefamily housingmarketin the City of Isantirecoveredo thelevel

of the highest median value in 2005, wimeedian values were just under
$200,000.Thisis dueto the creepof highermetrovaluesnorthandareduced
inventoryof existinghouseson the market. Valuesin 2019havecontinuedto

rise, but signals of a slowing housing market are temporing those increases.

With the housing market regaining former values, the issue of housing
affordability may become an issue in the next 10 yeHne. 2015 East Cental
Housing Study recognized thi$heir study shared that 33% of housing owners
and 46% of rentenouseholds were paying more than 30% of their income for
housingcostsin IsantiCounty. The City shouldconsideitrackingthis indicatorto
guide community and economic development decisions in the next decade.



HousingReal EstateMarket

Listedbelowarenotable aspectsf theresidentiahousingmarketin Isanti..

1 Thelsantihousingmarketcontinuego besizable with 1,034units
marketed in the past 3 years.

1 Singlefamily homemedianvalueshaveincreasedrom $177,900n 2016
to $220,000 in 2018.

1 Thesinglefamily housingmarketincludesstarterandseniorhousingwith
building squardootages averaging000sg. ft.onthemainlevelto larger
moveup homes with 123Q300 sq. ft. on the main floor, with total
finished square footage over 2500 sq.ft.

1 In recentyearssinglefamily homeswith largersquardootageson
multiple floors have averaged 44 % of the housing market.

1 Notownhomesavebeenbuilt in the postrecessioriime period. Builders
have shared that tlmearket is not there for this housing product.

1 Existinghomesrequiringmajorupdategroofs,windowsanddoors)are
being improved as the value of such properties is increasing.

RentalHousing

Since the Great Recession there has not beestruction of new market rate or
subsidizednulti-family apartmenbuildingsor seniorassistedongregatéousing

in Isanti since 2010. There have been proposed market rate and senior assisted
living proposals in Isanti since that time, but none have constructed. The 2015
East Central Minnesota Housing Housing Study determined that market rate
rental vacany rates were very low (1.3%) and that additional rental housing in
Isanti was needed. In a healthly rental market vacancy rates average 5%.

Therehasbeenmuchdiscussiorin the pastregardinghe needfor rentalhousing
in Isanti. In a community that addresses life cycle housing for all age groups,
rental housing is needed for the following residents:

I Seniorswhodesireto downsizeandreducehomemaintenance
responsibilites and desire to remain in the City.

1 Newly employedhouseholdshatneedhousingbut cannotaffordto
relocate here and buy a home.
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1 Newly formedhousehold®f adultsthatwereraisedin thecommunityand
needaffordablehousing. Thesehouseholdsnay moveup to starterhomes
and it is in the Citybds interest

1 Household¢hatneedto downsizedueto economiaeasonsanddesireto
remain in the City since they may have family members in the school
system, and/or are closed to extended family.

Anotherpartof therentalhousingequations availabilty of landfor development.
There is limited land for development of mtfdimily housing in IsantiAreas

near commercial and transportat@orridors should be evaluated for suitability

for multi-family housing.Since population numbers and residential density are
strong considerations by commercial developers, the City needs to consider how
these land uses could work together as the City develops.

OtherHousing

Past housing plans and studies have shown the need for senior assisted and
congregatehousing.lsanti has one facility that serves this need. Other facilities
have been developed in adjacent cities to address these fbeds.

developments often serve residents of all income levels and a financial subsidy is
needed to assist in their developmeérite City will need to consider the need for
suchfacilitiesin Isantiandits policiesfor financial subsidiesif it is to providefor

these housing facilities in the communi§emand for this housing option, with
ancilliary services will increase in the next decade as the population ages and
seniors increase in numbers.

Neighborhoods/HousinBevelopments

The 2008 Comprehensive Plan addressed neighborhood patterns and housing
developments in the City of Isanfihrough past land use planning by the City,
newsubdivisionsand neighborhoodsavebeendevelopedn a phasedglanned
method that was also dependent on available Eregt and utility systems.
Unless specifically guided as a Planned Unit Development, most lots are in the
10,000 to 12,000 sq. ft. range in sidgne majority of housing in these
neighborhoods is singliamily housing.While there was development of
townhousedn theearly2000s mostof theremaininglandguidedfor thatusewas
laterdeveloped as single family housing, with thajority onelevel patio orsplit
level homes.

Residential neighborhoods have been developed in the northwest, west and
southwest areas of the Cityhere is some room for expansion within the City
limits in thesouthandsouthwesareasputtheremaindeof theareaslescribed



above will be filled with new single family housing within the first 5 years of the
nextdecade.Thereareareaontheeastsideof Highway 65 thatareavailablefor
single family housing development. This will be further reviewed in this
comprehensive plan update under land use.

Chart 4
Household Growth and Forecast
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AnalysisandRecommendations

So far in this Chapter, the existing housing, market conditions and locations have
been reviewedChart 4 above shows projected growth of households in the City.
New housing will be needed to accommodate these new house8oids.the

Great Recession, single family housing has been built on existing and newly

plattedlots. Recommendation®r theguidanceof housingin thenextdecadeare
as follows:

1 Inthe 2008 comprehensive planning process, there was much concern
regarding neighborhood quality and desidiis is still aconcern today,
with new residents desiring single family neighborhoods with larger lots
andafi s m@awnf e énlthéCity. Demographicshowthatthe needfor
single family housing, both starter and second homes, are needed in the
City. Land use guidelines for housing types, lot sizes, and coverages
should be reviewed to ensure quality desiDiversity through planned
unit developments should continue to be considered and used to create
unique neighborhoods that are desirable and attraclive.emphasis
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shouldbebalancedousingdevelopmentwith a continuedpushtowards
construction of larger second homes or executive homes.

1 There is a continued need for midmily housing in the CityThis type
of housing ranges from market rajgartments to senior congregate
housing. The 2015 housing study should be updated. Data from the
update would assist in verifying housing neetlise location of multi
family housing should be near major transportation corridors. There may
be opportuniesto place such housing adjacent to commercial arBas.
density of housing may assist with development of those commercial
areas.This shouldbetakeninto consideratiornwith land useplanningnear
the Highway 65 and Heritage Boulevard commercial corridohe
Downtown area should be also looked at for expansion of housing,
especially first floor commerciaedevelopmenivith upperlevel housing.

1 Conservation development is important in the City of Isdnti.
considering new residential devel opmen
andthoseamenitiesshouldbeincorporatedhroughsubdivisiondesignor
planned development&xistingwooded areas, wetlands and wildlife
corridors should be retained as a part of developniaurttlic open space
to preserve natural amenities, either through land donations, easements or
associations, should be part of the planning process for development of
those areas.

1 Utility systemcapacitiesandfacility planningshouldto beincorporatedn
thephasingof residentialdevelopment.Thecurrentwastewateandwater
treatment plants have capacity for additional residential growth, but this
capacity and expansion of existing or new utility systems should be in
conjunction with a phased plan for residential growth.

1 TheCity shouldconsideranupdateto the 2008HousingAction Planto set

prioritiesfor housingdevelopmenin the nextdecade.This planningeffort
would first require an update to the 2015 housing study.

Goals/Strategies

1 Continue to studfousing goals, needs and resourd&atch for
changinghousingmarketconditionsandopportunitiegorojectsto
meet Cityhousingneedsandcreatdife cyclehousingchoicesfor
residents.

1 Create desirable neighborhoods through inclusion of natural amenities,
parks,sidewalkandtrail systems.Includenaturalsystemsn planningso
that these amenities and wildlife corridors are maintained.



1 Encourageadiversity of housingunitsthrougharchitecturabesignstyles,
building placementdensityandlot sizeto createuniqueneighborhood
the City.

1 Monitor condition of existing housindf market prices stabilize or
decline the City mayneedprogramgo assistwith renovationof older
housing in the communityMulti-family housing building conditions
should also be monitored with rental license renewals.
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Chapted: TheEconomy

Introduction:

TheCity of Isantihashadgoodeconomigyrowthsincethe2008Comprehensivelan. Throughits
EconomicDevelopmeniAuthority (EDA), theCity hasachievednajoreconomigyoals,with
locationof aMedicalClinic, PharmacyandHotelin theCity. Therehasalsobeensubstantial
industrialgrowth,with locationof theEverCatBiodieselFacility, featuringanewprocesgor
productionof biodiesel andrecruitment&ndrelocationof SnoBeatJSA in theCity from an
adjacenstate. Commerciadevelopmenhasalsocontinuedwith newdevelopmenbnthesouth
sideof theHighway65 andHeritageBoulevardntersectionyith locationofanewCo b or n 0 s
GroceryStore containingapharmacyandanO 6 R e Autoparysstoreontheeastsideof Highway
65. Commerciaevelopmenonthewestsideof Highway65 of includesanAllina MedicalClinic,
BestWesterrHotel andredevelopmentf theformerRiversideMarketsitewith a Kwik Trip Store.
TheCity hasreceivedecognitionof its economiaevelopmenegffortswith awardsrom the
Economic Development AssociationMfnnesota.

With its locationalongamajorhighwaycorridorandcontinuedyrowthin populationand
householdgheCity hastheability to drawavarietyof commerciabusinesseslts locationalso
continuego beattractiveto industrialdevelopmentlinstallationof roadsandinfrastructureonthe
eastsideof Highway65 haveopenedsubstantiatractsof propertyto commerciablevelopment.
Therearealsolots developedndreadyfor commerciadevelopmenonthesouthwessideof
highway. Recendevelopmenbf theAllina Clinic andHotel couldassiswith gettinginfill
developmentnthosdotsin thenextdecade.Thereis alsoopencommercialandavailableonthe
northwest side of the intersection.

TheCity hasandcontinuedo beinvolvedanddeliberaten economiaevelopmentOpportunities
rangefrom newcommerciabusinessel®catingin Isantito potentiallocationof alargeindustrial
expansionWith thoseopportunitiesthereis substantiatompetitionin ourregionfor commercial
andindustrialprojects.In thenext10yearstherewill needo beplannedeffortsandtargeted
investmenby theCity to makedevelopmenhappen.Dependingontheproject,theremayalsobe
regionalandstateassistanceThosedevelopmentprovidelocaljobs,shoppingandtaxbasefor the
growingCity. Commerciakndindustrialdevelopmenshouldbeplannedo complementhe
existinglandusesnaturalamenitiesandgrowthpatternsn thecity.



ExistingConditions:

PastplanningeffortshaveplacedtheCity in goodpositionfor commerciabndindustrialgrowth.
While amajority of landin thecity limits is guidedfor residentiadevelopmentasubstantial
portionhasinfrastructurdor commerciablevelopmentThereis alsosubstantiahcreagavailable
in thelndustrialPark. TheCity alsoownsundevelopetindadjacento theBNSFrailroadthathas
beemnpreliminaryplannedor apossiblerail industrialpark. Regardinggommerciauseswith the
changingetailandoffice commerciabnvironmentmarketstudymaybenecessaryo refocusCity
recruitmentgefforts. Localindustriesshouldcontinueto becontactednanannuabasisregarding
bothpossibleexpansioropportunitiesaswell aswhatancillarybusinessesouldberecruitedto
enhanceheirproductioncapabilities.As notedin the2008Comprehensiv@lan,amajority of
residentsarestill commutingfor jobsoutsidethe City, with themajority headingnto the
metropolitararea.Localjob growthprovidesopportunitiesor newemployeesif thejobscanbe
createcht wagelevelsthatwould beattractiveto commuters.

Employmenin Isanti:

Thepotentialworkforcein Isantiis describedsthoseresidentdetweertheagesf 16 and65.
Thatwouldinclude65%of City residents. Of thosepotentialemployees15250r 38%arein the
locallaborforce. Thefollowing tableshowsthecategorie®f Isantibusinesseandindustriesvhere
residentsvereemployedn 2014and2019. Thelargestemployersn 2019werein Education&
HealthServicesTrade,Transportatio& Utilities, andManufacturing.

Table 1
City of Isanti
Employmenty Industry
2014 2019
Construction 5% 50 5% 86
Manufacturing 17% 172 13% 253
Trade, Transportatior& Utilities 14% 147 35% 678
FinancialActivities 3% 34 4% 76
Education& HealthServices 27% 281 30% 588
LeisureandHospitality 22% 220 9% 163
OtherServices 8% 77 2% 40
PublicAdministration 4% 45 2% 46
Workforcepopulation 100% 1,026 100% 1,930

Source: Mn DEED / City of Isanti



TravelandCommuting:

As notedin thelastcomprehensivplan,manyresidentsontinueto commuteto the Twin Cities
metroareafor theirwork. In arecentDEED report,in ourregion59%of workerscommuteto
employmenbutsideof thearea. Commutetimesaverage85 minutes. Of thosecommuting 82%
aredriving theirownvehicle,12%carpoolwith others 1%takemasdransit,and5% work from
home. Thepercentagesf thosetravelingaloneandcarpoolinghaslittle to no changeoverthepast
10years.Masstransitoptionsandlinks areavailableto connecto metrotransportatiomn Anoka
County,butthetimeframesandavailabilityis limited. It is uncertainn thenext10yearsf mass
transitoptionswill improve. TheCity shouldcontinueto work with neighboringcommunitiesand
regionallyto increasdransportatiomptions. Planningshouldalsocontinuefor futurecarpooling
parkinglocationsjn conjunctionwith consideratiorof futurepassengenail options. A growing
trendthatshouldberecognizeds thenumberof employeeshatwork from home. Formanywho
dothis, it is acombinationof work from homeandwork in theoffice. Whetherfully or parttime
from home thisreduceshecostof commutingandencouragetheeconomidenefitof buying
morelocally. With continuedmprovementn technologythenumberof workersthatspendat
leastpartof thework weekin theirhomewill continueto increasen thenext10years.

Income:

Thetablebelowshowsthecurrentincomesof Isantiresidentsn 2017. As portrayedn Table2,
23.9% makelessthan$40,000ayear,49.1%makebetweers40,000and$100,000ayear,and
26.99%makeover$100,00(ayear. Regionally,Isanticontinuego havehigherincomelevelsthan
neighboringcommunities. Economicopportunitylocally andin theadjacenmetropolitarareaend
to higherincomelevels. Thisis significantin bothrecruitmenobf commerciabndlocal services
andlaborforcepotentialfor industrialfirms lookingto relocate.

Table 2
City of Isanti
Householdncome

Income Households Percentage
Lessthan$10,000 84 3.85%
$10,000t0 $20,000 103 4.73%
$20,000t0 $30,000 140 6.44%
$30,000t0 $40,000 194 8.89%
$40,000t0 $50,000 246 11.29%
$50,000t0 $60,000 198 9.07%
$60,000t0 $75,000 259 11.86%
$75,000t0 $100,000 368 9.07%
$100,000 589 26.99%
Total 2,181 100%



Source: US Census

As shownin Table3, supportiveof previousdiscussionthemedianincomeof Isantiin 2017is
$83,103.Thisis 121%o0f the Statemedianincome. Thisis acontinuingandincreasingrendfrom
thedatathatwascollectedirom 2006, wherethemedianncomeof Isantiwas$58,419,110%o0f the
State median income of $53,106.

Table 3
City of Isanti
City andStateMedianHouseholdncome
Isanti Stateof MN % of State
Medianlncome $83,103 $68,400 121%

Source: US Census

Employment:

TheCity hasenjoyedncreasedocalemploymenbpportunitiesvith growthin retail, serviceand
industrialsectorsAs of 2019,theCity of Isantiis hometo 182businesseandl1,930employees.
Thiscompareso 1,145jobsin 2005,a59%growthrate. In comparisontheEastCentralRegion
experience@ 6% growthratein thesametime period. Partof thelowerregionalgrowthwasloss
of jobsin thegreatrecessiormndacontinuingtight labormarketdueto retiringworkersandfewer
replacementvorkers. Projectiondor job growthin theEastCentralRegionin thenextseveral
yearsarein thefollowing categoriesHealthcare&SupportHealthcard ractitionersPersonaCare
ServicesComputemndMathematicalCommunityandSocialService(Source: DEED). Addition
of directandsupportusinesses thesecategoriesvill beadvantageous growingthelocal
economy.TheRegionandCity will alsobefacinganagingworkforce,sodevelopmenof askilled
workforceandsuccessioplanningwill beimportant. TheCity, throughits EDA asthelead
agencyshouldcontinuallymonitorlaborandemploymentrendsandtargetresourceso take
advantager createopportunitiefor economiagrowth.

LandUse/ Growth:

The2008Comprehensiv@lanprovideddirectiononlandusedesignatioranddevelopmenin the
City. Currentlanduseq2019)arelistedoutby zoningdesignationn Table4-LandUses.TheCity
hasopenspacdor commerciabndtargetedndustrialgrowth. Thefuturelandusemapis still valid
andwill bereviewedasapartof thiscomprehensivplanupdate.Thatmapprovidesaguidefor
further growth of the City.



Tabled

City of IsantiZoning/ LandUse

Land UseCategory GrossAcreage Percent
CBD 18.26 0.64%
CBD Transitional 26.49 0.92%
NeighborhoodCommercial 7.66 0.26%
GeneralCommercial 264.62 9.24%
Industrial 226.25 9.29%

Source: City of Isanti

Thelanduseplanincludesthecommerciabndindustrialzoningareadistedabovein the Table.
Eachzoningdesignatiorhasbothpermittedandconditionaluseghatserveto accommodate
commerciabndindustrialdevelopmenthatarebeneficialto City economialevelopmenandare
includedin thefuturelandusemap. A generablescriptiorof theseareass madein thefollowing
sections:

CentralBusines®istrict

TheCentralBusines®istrict (CBD) classificatiorencompassesghatis consideredhetraditional
downtownareaof theCity. Thisiswheremostgeneracommerciausesvereoncelocated. It
containghistoricalbuildingsandlocations. In Isanti,aswith othercities,commercialseof
historicalbuildingshasshiftedfrom ageneracommerciabaseto specialtycommerciabr retail,
andcommerciakervices.Thereis alsomixedresidentialise;rangingfrom commerciabuildings
with secondloor apartmentso singlefamily homes. Thehistoricdowntownprovidesbhothre-use
andrehabilitationopportunitiedor commerciabndmixed-usebuildings. Althoughthecorehistoric
downtownareais locatedoff themainvehiculartraffic route,HeritageBoulevardjt retainsgood
accesso thatstreetandis alsoservedby aneasterrcontrolledaccesgonnectiorvia Main Streeto
StateHighway 65 and Whiskey Road (CSAH 23).

CentralBusines®District TransitionalDistrict

Thesesub-districtswereputin to accommodatbothhistoriccommercialhousingandlight
industrialareasadjacento theBNSFrailroadtracksandcorecentralbusinesslistrictareas.They
aretwo districttransitionareas.Theareaontheeastsideof therailroadwaspartof thehistoric
industrialcomplexfor the City andtheareaonthewestsidecontainsamix of historiccommercial
andvintagesinglefamily housing. Thedistrictsallow currentusesandprovidedirectionfor future
redevelopmentib accommodatenixedusecommerciabndpublic purposes.



NeighborhoodCommercial

Thiscommerciadesignations for smalllimited commerciabreaghatservetheadjacent
residentiaheighborhoodsThesearetypically guidedfor outlyingresidentiaheighborhoodthat
d o rm@veimmediateaccesso theCBD or GeneralCommerciabrea.Usessuchasasmall
grocerystore coffeeshop/deli personabndhealthtypeservicesvould belocatedhere.

GeneralCommercial

Thisclassifications for thehighwayor arterialgenerabusinesslistrictfor the City thatis adjacent
to StateHighway65. TheCity is fortunateto havelargesegment®f landguidedfor commercial
developmentntheeastandwestsideof StateHighway65. Thisareas guidedfor bothretailand
servicecommercialandcontaindargercommercialots. Themostrecentdevelopmenticludea
BestWesterrHotel, Allina MedicalClinic, C o b o GrocérgStore with apharmacyandcoffee
shop,andanO 6 R e i Autb Barbsstore. Areassoutheast ansbuthwesof theHighway
65/HeritageBoulevardntersectiorhavebenefittedrom roadand utilitysystemghathavebeen
developedo interconnecthecommerciabreago existingroad systemsThisareahasseerthe
mostcommerciagrowthin thepasttenyears. Thecommercial areaortheasof thatintersection
hasthemostopencontiguoudandwith thefewestconstraint®n developmentlt will take
extensiorof acentralroadsystemandutilities to assisin encouraging developmeotthearea.
With thechangen theretail marketsince2000,thehopefor largercommerciablevelopmentmay
nothappen.Smallemini mall or freestandingommerciabr servicespecialtybuildingsmayend
uplocatingin thisareain thefuture. As with pastconsideratiorf an Assisted_iving Facility in
thatareatheCity will needo periodicallyevaluatecommercialiseghatcouldbeguidedfor that
area.TheCity shouldalsoconsidehigherdensityresidentiaevelopmenin theeasterrareaf
thisdistrict. Thisresidentiausewould provideabufferbetweerthehighwaycommercial
developmenandlow-densityresidentiadevelopmento theeast. It would assisbothwith the
needfor thathousingstockin the City andprovidebothcustomemandemploymenbaseor
recruitmenf businesset locatein thecommerciakorridor.

Industrial

TheCity hasindustrialusesn the CentralBusines®istrict Transitionalareasandnorthof Heritage
Boulevard adjacento FirstAvenueNW. Overall,theusesarelight industrialandservice
commercialn nature.Industrialusesalsolocatedadjacento EastandWestDual Boulevard.That
areaalsohasmetalfabricationandmachininguses.In theearly2 0 0 th&Cgy developedan
industrialparkadditionjust northof theDualindustrialareathatextendedo CajimaStreetNE and
westof EnterpriséAvenueNE. Sincethenseveraindustrialcompaniefavelocatedo facilities
constructedn thataddition. Incubatorfacilitiesconsistingof smallerfi s u iintsiagéemulti user
buildingswerealsobuilt to enticesmallercompanieso locateto thepark,hopingthattheirgrowth
wouldleadto futureindependentacilities or locationof ancillaryfacilitiesin thepark. TheCity
hasachievedwo landmarkdevelopmentsyith locationof theEverCatBiodieselFacility and
relocationof theSnoBeatUSA Facility in thepark. Theindustrialparkis 62 acresn size,andat



thetime of thisupdate 24 acredn varioussizeparcelsarestill availablefor newfacilities. Thereis
alsothepotentialof expansiorof theparknorthof CajimaStreetNE, asthereare32 acresof
privatelyheldlandavailable. TheCity hasandwill continueto work with thatpropertyowneron
development of that parcel.

Thereis also80plusacresf City ownedpropertynorthwesbf thecurrentparkonthewestsideof
theBNSFrailroadline thathasbeenpreliminarily plannedasa potentialfuturerail industrialpark.
Studieshavebeendoneby IsantiCountyandthis sitehasbeendesignateésthemostfeasiblesite.
Thequestiorbecomesvhethersufficientresourcefrom publicandprivatesectorssanbebrought
togetherfor thisproject. A commitmenby amajoruserwould assisin gainingbothpublicfunding
andrailroadsupportto movetheprojectahead.Additionallandcouldbefreedup for this project
with conversiorof theexistingwastewatepondprocessinglantto amechanicaplantthatwould
takeupamuchsmallerfootprint. Developmenof theparkis amajorgoalfor theC i t Bc@nsmic
Development Authority.

City Rolein EconomicDevelopment:

Isantihasandshouldcontinueto takealeadrolein economialevelopmengffortsin theCity. The
City Councilhasincludedeconomiaevelopmeninitiativesasapartof its annualstrategic
planning. Resourcebavebeenprovidedfor proactiveeconomialevelopmentwith activities
rangingfrom periodicmeetingswith localbusinesset activerecruitmenbf newbusinesseand
industry. TheEconomicDevelopmenAuthority, throughits ComprehensivEconomic
Developmenstrategy(CEDS)andon-goingwork plans havedirectedstaffwith annualnitiatives
andprojectsPeriodically theCity hasalsoworkedwith otherlocalgovernments;hambersf
commerceregionaleconomiadevelopmengroupsandlsantiCountyoneconomiaevelopment
matterswhensuchmembershipprojectsor programswvould bebeneficialto theCity. It is
encourageth thesedaysof limited resourcegshatthe City continueto evaluatgpossiblgoint
venturedo achievats economiadevelopment goals.

As discussedh thepastcomprehensivplan,thereis validity in reviewingthefollowing areaghat
the City canfocusonin its economialevelopmeneffortsoverthenextdecade:

EconomicDevelopmentContact:

It is encouragethatthe City remaintheprimarycontactfor informationandresourcesor
businesseanddevelopersThisincludesnformationontheCity, demographicandresources.
TheCity shouldhaveinformationavailableonthe CentennialndustrialPark,aswell asother
propertieandspacevailablen theCity. Relationshipsvith localbusinesseshouldbecontinued
throughannuabusinessetentionmeetingsaandperiodiccontacts Thisis crucial,aslocalbusiness
growthis primaryin gaininglocalemploymenbpportunities.In workingwith developer®r site
selectorstheCity shouldbetheinvolvedin coordinatingesourcedyothCity andexternalo assist
in makingprojectsviable. Overall,theenvironmenfor economiadevelopmenheedgo bepositive
andsupportivefrom thepolicy makerdo thecitizensfor the City to besuccessfuin achieving
economic development goals.



HousingDevelopment:

TheCity needgo besupportivan working with local developerso meethousingdemandsn the
City. Thisrangedrom work with developergnsinglefamily residentiaprojectsto meetinghe
demandor multi-family andseniorassistediving housing.Increase# populationin turndrive
commerciademandandprovidealocal workforcefor industry.

CommerciaDevelopment:

TheCity hashadrecentsucces# fulfilling commerciadevelopmengoals. Commerciagoals

include commercial building development/redevelopment, commercial retail businesses, and service
commerciabusinessesAdditional studyandplanningshouldbeundertakerto identify unmet
commerciaheedsandwhatbusinessethe City canattractin thecommerciakector. TheHighway

65 corridorbringsopportunitieghatisantishouldcapitalizeon.

AnalysisandRecommendations:

The Downtown

TheDowntownservesasthehistoricalcenterandcoreof commerciadevelopmentTheCity
shouldworkto retainexistingservicecommerciabndspecialtybusinessesThespecialty
businesseareoftendestinatiorbusinessesyith bothalocalandregionaldraw. Thedrawof
outsidecustomergouldprovidebusinesgor existingcommerciakntitiesin theDowntownor other
commerciabreasof theCity. City marketingeffortsshouldseekadditionalbusinessethat
complementheexistingDowntownbusinessesr providenewcommerciakerviceghatarenot
availablein thecommunity. TheCity shouldalsoconsiderexpansiorof its definition of

0 d o wn t Thecomimerciabreaadjacento theeastof thehistoricaldowntownis in reality part
ofthefi d o wn t Extemsionof theareafrom Main Streetto Highway65 andnorthfrom Heritage
Boulevardo FirstAvenueNW couldbeconsidered With that,transportatiorrorridorscouldbe
designatedioadwaylighting to definethenewareasouldbeinstalledanddevelopmenand
redevelopmendreagedefined.Fromamarketingoerspectivetheareacouldbe marketedogether,
with events and promotions.

Highway65 Corridor

As discussedh thepastcomprehensivplan,thesoutherrendof IsantialongHighway65is the

i g at anwoehgity anddevelopmenalongtheresetshetonefor thehighwaycommerciakrea.
TheCity shouldcontinueto useits site planreviewprocesgo evaluatgorojects puildingsandsite
amenities.TheCity shouldalso consideif it activelywantsto getinvolvedin commercial
developmentespeciallyontheeastside ofHighway65from HeritageBoulevardio CajimaStreet
NE. Theareaneedgo havecompletion ofinteriorroadandutility systemdo encouragé to
developin aplannedphasednanner.If the



City choosesiotto beinvolved,therecouldbecommerciablevelopmenthatwould bedetrimental
toits futuredevelopmentThereis alsoopportunityontheeastendof thecommerciablistrictnear
8" Avenuefor multifamily housingdevelopment This developmentouldserveasa catalystor
furthercommerciabdevelopmentThisshouldbeconsideredn City landuseplanning. As afinal
note therearenaturalamenitiesn theseareaghatincludewoodlandspondsandwetlandghat
shouldbefactorednto developmenplansfor thesecorridorareas.Inclusionof thesesystemss a
benefit to the City and thenvironment.

NeighborhoodCommercial

As neighborhooddevelopontheeastsideof Highway65,landuseplansshouldincludeguidance
for developmenbf neighborhoodommercialocationsto providebusinessethatwould servethe
adjacentommerciabreasasdiscussee@arlierin this Chapter.With thosedesignations,
transportatiorcorridors,includingpedestriamndnonmotorizedaccesseedgo beplannedor
such commercial developments.

Industrial

TheCity isandwill continueto activelymarketindustrialparkland;ii s h geadyll o fos 0
industrialdevelopmenobr expandingr newindustry. Opportunitiesareavailablefor publicand
privatepartnershipso expandndustrialdevelopmenandemploymenbpportunitiesn Isanti. The
City shouldcontinuepartnershipsvith regionaleconomiaevelopmengroupsandStateagencies
to assiswith developmenefforts,especiallywith thepotentialRail IndustrialParkProject. The
City shouldconsidedirectcontactandmarketingto northmetrofirms to getleadsandpotential
business relocations.

EconomicDevelopmenilools

TheCity hasandshouldcontinuetheuseof economialevelopmentools,suchastaxincrement
financing,taxabatementndrevolvingloanfundsto achieveeconomiadevelopmenbbjectivesand
goals. Resourcefrom otheragenciessuchastheEastCentralRegionalDevelopment
Commission|nitiative Foundatiorandthe MinnesoteDepartmenbf EmploymentandEconomic
Developmentanalsoassiswith economiadevelopmenprojectsandinitiatives.



Goals/Strateqgies:

Economiadevelopmengoalsandstrategiesreprovidedin Chapterl. Thefollowing list are
additionalgoalsandstrategiegor consideration.

1)

2)

3)

Lookto partnershipsvith local andregionalpublic entitiesandprivatefirms to beginsteps
to develop a rail industrial park.

PreparanewDowntownPlanto incorporatehe historicdowntownareaandadjacent
commerciabreawestof Highway65to tie thesecommerciabreagogethemith specific
lighting, signageandtransportatiommprovementsor bothvehicle,nonmotorizedand
pedestriamsage.Recognizéheimpactthathousingn andadjacento thisdistricthason
sustaininghecommerciabiability of thiscommerciakrea.

Reviewcommerciabevelopmenbheedsegardingoadandutility systemsn theeast
highway65district. Consideiif partnershiparenecessarfor developmenof this
commerciabrea.Considemulti-family housingdevelopmenbtnthewestsideof this
commercial area.
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- 2020ComprehensivelanUpdate

Chaptels: NaturalResources

Introduction:

A Pr i oRratettPreservand ConservdlaturalResourceto ensurecompatibilityof land
useplanningandd e v e | o 2008Qity ad IsantiComprehensivelan,Chaptel5, Natural
Resources)

The2008Comprehensiv@lanrecognizedheneedo preservahenaturalresourcesf the
areajncludingwatercoursesyetlandsywoodlandsindsensitiveenvironmentafeatureghat
eitherareor will in thefuture,beapartof theCity. TheCity will continueto growoutinto
thesenaturalareasn thenext10yearsanddependingnlanduseplanningandhowapproved
developmenproceedstheareaswill bealtered maintainedr possiblyenhancedlt is notjust
theCity thatwill makethesedecisionsasnewlandareasareaddedovertime, butalsothe
currentgovernmentgurisdictionsthatcontrolzoningandcurrentdevelopmenéactivities.
Increasinguralresidentiablevelopmentallowedby currentplanningandzoningauthoritieds
oneexampleof achangehatis currentlyaffectingnaturalsystems.

Partof thepastcomprehensivplaneffort includedsubstantiatesourcedeingplacedo study,
identify andmakerecommendationsn naturalareasitherin corporatdimits of theCity at
thattime, butalsothefutureplanningareas.Adjacentareasverealsostudied aswatercourses
(creekspondsandRumRiver) wetlandandwoodlandcomplexesreofteninterrelatedwvith
thoseareas.ThisC h a p intentwdll beto recheckhepastplanfor validity, reporton current
situationsandprovideanyadditionalgoalsandrecommendationfer thisu p d atimepéred.

Continuedsustainabilityof naturalsystemgemainghekeyfor thosesystemgemaining
relevantandproductivenotjustfor wildlife andecologicalsystemsbutalsofor urbansystems
whichwill beintegratecovertime. Oneexampleof thisis theintegrationof stormwater
systemsasconstructiorof non-perviousroadway buildingandlot treatmentghangedhe
naturalability of thelandto absorbandtreatrainwater. It is possiblehroughwell designed
stormwatersystemsgo absorbholdandreleasevater,sedimentphosphorusndother
chemicalsn away notto taxthecapacityof creekspondswetlandsandultimatelytheRum
River,whichis ahighvaluedpristineriver. Anotherexamplds retainingandenhancing
wildlife corridorsin theCity, eitherthroughretentionof naturalareasimprovemenbf passive
parklands,or evenconservatiorrasementsT heseallow for wildlife to movethroughtheCity
from adjacenturalareago naturalareasn the City andtheriver basin. Recognitiorof the
needto includethesatemslendsto developmenof a ConservatioriPlanningApproach.



ConservatiorPlanning:

TheConservatioriPlanningApproachwasandcontinuego berecognizedisaway to move
forwardwith developmenbf the City with ecologicaffactorsasapriority. This Chapteican
re-affirm pastdiscussiorandrecommendationgutif theyarenotincludedin update®f the
zoning,subdivisionanddevelopmentodestheyremainwordsin adocumento thedetriment

of thecurrentandfuturecitizensandthe City asawhole. As anexampleof possible

implementationtheCity allowsflexible zoningthroughplannedunit developmentsyhich
couldbeusedonlandthathasalreadybeenalteredthroughfarmingactivitiesbutcontains
valuednaturalsystems.It would allow thealteredlandto bedevelopedo ahigherdensity,
with thelandcontainingnaturalsystemgo beretainedhrougheasementsr publicdedication.
Thisapproactallowsdevelopmento proceedn densitiesnakingsensdor extensiorof

roadway, utilities and private investment.

TheConservatiorPlanwasdevelopedy thenaturalistsaasa partof the2008Comprehensive
Planandis relatedthrougha seriesof mapsandtextin thatdocument.Fieldwork by stafffor
thiscomprehensivplanupdatehaveverified thatthe planis valid andshouldbeutilizedin the
time periodof thisupdateandbeyond servingasaguidefor theconservatiomnddevelopment

of the City.

ConservatiorPlanningGoals:

Thefollowing approacheshouldcontinueto beutilized to protectexistingnaturalresource

areas in present and future Isanti:

1 Enhance Existing Park and Recreation Lanid®e City has acquired land that are

now passive parksThe natural areas that are present should be enhanced through

plantings of vegetation that was native at the time of settlerisaimples of this
includere-establishmendf white pinestandsn LegacyParkandplantingsof trees
and native grasses to-establish oak savanna in River Bluff Preseiveactive
recreationahreasnativegrassesouldbeestablishednh nonmowedareasandtree
canopies with native diverse species could be established or enhanced.

Protect Public Interest LaridPublic interest land is land that is held in ownership

or easementby governmenentitiessuchasthe SchoolDistrict, Countyor Statein
the City of Isantior its plannedgrowth area.Such landsspreviouslyidentifiedin
the conservation plan and those lands that potentially be acquired should be
monitored for both potential enhancement atabilization of natural systems on
such properties.

Future Proposed PatkT he 2008 pl an i ncluded a
thatwould becomposedf privatelandadjacento theRumRiver, IsantiBrook and
Spirit Brook andtheir contributingwetland/ woodlandareas.Thesdandswould be
targeted for acquisition through development contributions, dedications by

propose.



owners, or acquisition using public funding from local or state soufdes.

proposed park would provide a corridor for natural systems and wildlife that move
throughtheseflowages. Areaswould bemanagedo enhanceheir naturalsystems.
Public use could include interpretive sites that identify natural features and species
and public trail systems farovide natural trails and linkages between parks and

City sidewalk/ trail systems.

1 StormwateManagementands Thesdandsarealsoaddresseth theexistingplan.
They serve two purpose$he first is to assist in capturing increased runoff from
developments, slowing release of storm water to preserve natural vegetation and
slow erosion, and the second is the filtering of stormwater to capture sediments and
elements that would be harmful to the waterwefysice the 2008 plan was
developedthe City hasestablishe@ stormwaterutility andstormwaterregulations
thatwill assistwith conservatiorandpossiblyenhancemerdf naturalsystems.The
City should also review its zoning and subdivision ordinance regarding setbacks for
development antduffers, to separate natural areas from development based on
development density and other attribut@sher options previously discussed and
applicable for consideration includstormwater area easements, a low impact
development ordinance, and closed basin ordinances -fRetrg of existing
developments to minimize impacts of stormwater on wetlands and waterways is
another option to assist in preservation.

LandUseRequlations

Besidegark,publicuseandstormwatemanagemeriands privatelandsthatwill be
developedor residentiablevelopmentepresenthelargestandusegroupwhereconservation
planningeffortsshouldbedirectedo. Thiswouldbethroughthedevelopmenbfincentives,
standardsindregulationgegardinghedensityandplacemenbf developmentiocationof
roadsandutility systems.TheCity hadtheplanningtool of plannedunit developments
placeatthetime of 2008planwhich providedfor flexibility andcreativityin subdivisionand
developmendesignputlittle elsehasbeenaddedsinceto provideguidancejncentivesand
regulationgo achieveconservatiomplanninggoals. It isrecommendethatafterthe
comprehensivplanupdatds approvedhatthepastrecommendationsndmorerecent
innovationgn designingdevelopmentvith naturalsystemsarereviewedandthatnew
incentivesguidesandregulationsaredevelopedo implementheconservatiomplan. Areas
previouslyaddressethathavevalidity andshouldbeconsideredreasfollows:

1 Conservation Design Ordinantéevelop a conservation design and
developmenbrdinance.Reviewpublications AmericanPlanningAssociation
articles, similar ordinances and regul ati
needs.

1 ConservatiorbesignPerformancé&tandard$ Thesearestandarddasedn
efficient subdivision design and performance standards that allow density

3



developmento preservdargertractsof openspacehathaveexistingnatural
systems.It minimizesclearance activities and disruption of natural drainage
systems. It reduces typical subdivision needs for road and utility systems,
reducing impervious surface.

1 Conservation IncentivesThese are incentives that are placed in conservation
designordinance®r regulationgo provideaneconomidncentivefor developers
to follow conservation design requirementypically they revolve around
increased density and number of lots for a developer.

1 Stormwater Incentives and Closed Basirihis is subdivision design to
encourage use of closed basins for stormwater impoundment or reténtion.
necessarygverflowto othersystemsr waterwaysvould beallowedfor peak
rain events.

1 OpenSpaceProtectiorandManagement Throughrevisedcodesdevelopersire
encouraged to provide easements for trails, open space and lands with natural
systems.Such developments often use Homeowner Associations (HOA) to
maintain this open space and any improvements.

1 Tier Land Use Districts The City should consider expansion of extra territorial
zoning and development codes beyond the current district boundaries to areas
guidedfor urbandevelopmenin thenext20years.In orderto beacceptedthere
will need to be an allowance for development of rural housing clusters in
accordance with current densiti€dtandards for such housing districts need to
take conservation design standards in consideration.

NaturalSystem$&nhancemerit Other:

Thefollowing areotherareaghatareintegralto thepreservatiomndimprovemenof natural
systems in the City of Isanti.

1 Public Education The need f or pulflifsom sdhoolcchilérgn tot h e
homeowners is necessary to have a successful program to retain and improve
naturalsystems.The City shouldactivelyperformoutreachactivitiesto provide
information in the schools and through public events. Forums to provide
information and answer questions will greatly assist in the understanding how
such natural systems are unique to Isanti and are of great benefit to the
community and beyond.

1 Wildlife Corridorsi Wildlife haveandwill continueto usethe streamandriver
corridors, wooded areas and wetlands in the ditbey need safe travel routes
between natural areashe City needs to havwbese areas evaluated, mapped
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andpreservear plannedfor preservatiorasadjacentlevelopmenoccurs.The
City should look for resources on a regional and State level to assist with this
work.

City TreeCanopy / Program Thedeveloped City has areaswban forest that
contribute to the natural system in the Cityrban forests contribute with air
guality, costs for heating and cooling buildings, and support for local wildlife
that use tree canopieshe urban forest on participating private lands and on
public propertyshouldbe evaluatedor bothtreediversityandhealth. Programs
using local, regional and state resources could be developed to assist with this
effort. The City could also use development incentivesragdlations to assist
with meeting local goals.

NaturalPlantingandStormwateiGardens Developmenbf naturalplantingson
private properties, as well as rain gardens, accentuate the surrounding natural
systems and provide natural filtration and benefit natural species, including
pollinators and threatened species in those classifications.

MasterPlanDesigns:

Theattachediguresandplansfrom the2008 Comprehensiv@lanNaturalResource$/aster
Plan(source AES), areincorporatedn this updateto serveasoverlaysandguidesfor natural
systenmpreservatiorandprotectionasthe City developsn thenext10years ImportantNatural
areasPwnershipandthe MasterPlan- Conservatiorigureshavebeenupdatedcandareincludedwith

this Chapter.

=4 =4 =8 -8 -8 -9

Figure5-1 NaturalSystemsviap

Figure5-2 ImportantNaturalAreas

Figure5-3 SubwatershedsndFlows

Figure5-4 Runoff Potential

Figure5-5 Ownership

Figure5-6 IsantiMasterPlani ConservatiorPlan



Goals/Strateqies:

Naturalresourcegoalsandstrategiesreprovidedin Chapterl. Thefollowing areadditional
goals and strategies for consideration.

1)

2)

3)

After adoptionof the Comprehensiv@®lanUpdate reviewandupdateexistingland
use regulations, storm water regulations and development incentives to guide and
support Conservation Planning Goals in land development activities.

Develop partnerships and work with the Minnesota Department of Natural
ResourceCedarCreekNatureReserve|santiSoil andWaterConservatiomistrict,
local governments, and volunteer groups to achieve Conservation Planning Goals.

Educatehe public on the importancef ConservatiorPlanning. Work on Outreach
Programswith the C-I SchoolDistrict andothergroupsto getinformationout to the
public.
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